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THE HISTORY Of t h e  ISLAND Of RHODES
" f u i t  I l i u m  e t  i n g e n s  g l o r i a  T e u c r o r u m . "
V i r g i l .
T h e s e  w o r d s  m i g h t  w e l l  r e f e r  t o  R h o d es  i n s t e a d  o f  T r o y  -  t o  
R h o d e s  w h i c h  s t i l l ,  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  I s l e s  o f  G r e e c e ,  l i e s  b a s k i n g  i n  
t h e  e t e r n a l  summer o f  w h i c h  B y r o n  s a n g ,  o u t  w h i c h  now r e t a i n s  n o t h i n g  
b u t  c r u m b l i n g  r u i n s  t o  t e l l  o f  t h e  s p l e n d o u r  t h a t  s h o n e  t h e r e  i n  
a n c i e n t  a n d  m e d i a e v a l  t i m e s .  The i s l a n d ,  w h i c h  l i e s  o f f  t h e  s o u t h ­
w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  A s i a  M i n o r ,  m e a s u r e s  b a r e l y  5 0  m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h ,  a n d  
a b o u t  30  i n  b r e a d t h ;  b u t  t h o u g h  on  t h e  map i t  may l o o k  i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  
y e t  a t  one  t i m e  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  S t a t e ,  i t  a t t a i n e d  t o  a  p o w e r  a l ­
t o g e t h e r  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  i t s  s i z e ;  a n d  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  
u n t i l  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  h a s  b e e n  d r a g g e d  i n t o  a l m o s t  e v e r y  w a r  t h a t  
h a s  b e e n  w a g e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
i t s  l o n g  h i s t o r y ,  R h o d e s  h a s  b e e n  a t  one  t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r  u n d e r  t h e  
d o m i n i o n  o f  P e r s i a n  a n d  M a c e d o n i a n ,  G r e e k  a n d  Roman,  I n f i d e l  S a r a c e n  
a n d  C h r i s t i a n  K n i g h t , a n d  h a s  come f i n a l l y  t o  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  T u r k  who 
i s  l o r d  o f  t h e - I s  l a n d  t o - d a y .  S h i p s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  h a v e  s h e l t e r e d  i n  
t h e  R h o d i a n  h a r b o u r s  -  f r o m  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  P h o e n i c i a n  t r a d i n g  v e s s e l  o f  
1 5 0 0  B . C .  t o  t h e  m o d e r n  I t a l i a n  M a n - o f - W a r  i n  1 9 1 3 .
The i s l a n d  i s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  o f  v o l c a n i c  o r i g i n ,  h a v i n g  
b e e n  t h r o w n  u p  f r o m  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  s e a  by  a n  e a r t h q u a k e  o r  e r u p t i o n  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  a g e s .  T h i s  f a c t  h a s  g i v e n  r i s e  t o  t h e  m y t h  w h i c h  P i n d a r  
r e l a t e s  i n  h i s  S e v e n t h  O ly m p ic  o d e .  The g o d s ,  we a r e  t o l d ,  m e t  one  
d a y  i n  c o u n c i l  a n d  d i v i d e d  t h e  w o r l d  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  E a c h  one  g o t  a
s h a r e , s a v e  H e l i o s ,  who w as  a b s e n t ,  f a i t h f u l  t o  h i s  d u t y  o f  d r i v i n g  t h e  
c h a r i o t  o f  t h e  s u n  a c r o s s  t h e  h e a v e n s .  B u t  Z e u s  w a s  j u s t ,  a n d  w o u l d  
h a v e  r e c a s t  t h e  l o t s  on  h i s  b e h a l f ,  h a d  n o t  H e l i o s  s i g h t e d  a  l a n d  
r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  t h e  s e a  t h a t  p r o m i s e d  r i c h  p r o v i s i o n  b o t h  
f o r  man a n d  f o r  h i s  c a t t l e .  T h i s  w as  R h o d e s ,  a n d  H e l i o s  c l a i m e d  i t  
f o r  h i s  own. T h e n ,  a f t e r  i t  w a s  r i s e n  a b o v e  t h e  w a v e s  lie d i s p e l l e d  
t h e  m i s t s  t h a t  l i n g e r e d  a b o u t  i t ,  a n a  made t h e  l a n d  f r u i t f u l ,  a n d  r u l e d  
o v e r  t h e  p e o p l e  who d w e l t  t h e r e .  E v i d e n t l y  t h e  i s l a n d  w as  w e l l -  
f a v o u r e d  /
-  2  -
f a v o u r e d  by  n a t u r e ,  f o r  ' t i s  s a i d  t h a t  i t s  name i s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  r o s e  
w h i c h  b l o s s o m e d  t h e r e ,  a n d  w h i c h ,  w i t h  t h e  im a g e  o f  H e l i o s  h i m s e l f ,  
i s  s t a m p e d  o n  many o f  t h e  R h o d i a n  c o i n s .
I f  R h o d e s  w as  f o r t u n a t e  i n  i t s  g u a r d i a n  d e i t y ,  s o  a l s o  w as  
i t  f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h e  men who came a s  c o l o n i s t s  t o  i t s  s h o r e s :  f o r  t h e s e
w e r e  o f  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s ,  e a c h  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  own c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  
s k i l l  a n d  e n t e r p r i s e  t o  t h e  i s l a n d .  The P h o e n i c i a n s ,  w h o se  s t r e n g t h  
was  i n  t h e i r  c o m m e rc e ,  came f i r s t ,  a s  e a r l y  a s  a b o u t  1500  B . C .  a n d  
f o u n d e d  on  t h e  c o a s t  t h e  t h r e e  a n c i e n t  t o w n s  o f  R h o d e s  -  L i n d o s ,
C a m i r o s  a n d  I a l y s o s .  A f t e r  a n  i n t e r v a l  o f  a b o u t  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  t h e y  
w e r e  f o l l o w e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  oy v a r i o u s  b a n d s  o f  D o r i a n  G r e e k s  who 
w e r e  p o w e r f u l  e n o u g h  t o  d r i v e  o u t  t h e  P h o e n i c i a n s  a n a  o c c u p y  t h e i r  
t o w n s  . T h e s e  G r e e k s ,  u n l i k e  t h e  men whom t h e y  d i s p l a c e d ,  w e r e  
d e p e n d e n t  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  m a i n l y  on  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  
i s l a n d  ? ihose  n a t u r a l  h a r b o u r s  h a d  b e e n  a d a p t e d  a n d  u s e d  by i t s  e a r l i e r  
c o l o n i s t s ,  w as  now t i l l e d  a n d  p r e p a r e d  t o  s u p p o r t  a  l a r g e r n u m b e r  o f  
i n h a b i t a n t s .  The e x p u l s i o n  o f  t h e  P h o e n i c i a n s  h a d  t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  
a d v a n t a g e ,  t h a t  i t  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  
p o p u l a c e  , w h i c h  w o u l d  d o u b t l e s s  h a v e  p r o v e d  a  s o u r c e  o f  w e a k n e s s  t o  
t h e  c i t y - s t a t e  i n  a f t e r  y e a r s  .
The D o r i a n  s e t t l e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  n o t  c o n t e n t ,  n o r  i n d e e d  
f o r  l o n g  w o u l d  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e ,  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m s e l v e s  on  t h e  p r o d u c e  
o f  t h e  l i t t l e  i s l a n d  t h e y  h a d  c h o s e n  a s  t h e i r  h o m e .  They s h o w e d  
t h e m s e l v e s  m uch  m ore  e n t e r p r i s i n g  t h a n  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  f r o m  
w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  c o m e .  W h e r e a s  t h e  G r e e k s  o f  t h e  m a i n l a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  
I t a l y  a n d  S i c i l y  t o o  r e m o t e  f o r  c o l o n i s a t i o n ,  t h e  R h o d i a n s  p l a n t e d  
c o l o n i e s  on t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  s h o r e s  a s  f a r  w e s t  a s  S p a i n ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  
o f  t h e i r  s h i p s  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  i n  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  p i r a c y  . .
To t h e  R h o d i a n s  a l s o  i s  due  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  f o u n d i n g ,  w i t h  some h e l p  
f r o m  C r e t e ,  t h e  f i r s t  G r e e k  c o l o n y  i n  S i c i l y .  T h i s  c o l o r y  w as  a t  G e l a ,  
on  t h e  s o u t h  c o a s t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  a n d  w a s  p l a n t e d  a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  700  B.C 
n u m e r o u s  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  made on  t h e  n e i g h b o u r i n g  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t  
o f  A s i a  M i n o r ;  a n d  c o l o n i s t s  s a i l e d  n o r t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  B o s p h o r u s  t o  
A p o l l o n i a  /
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A p o l l o n i a  on  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  B l a c k  S e a ,  a n d  s o u t h  t o  a  t r a d i n g  
s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  D e l t a  o f  t h e  N i l e .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  e x p a n s i o n ,  
t h e  t h r e e  c i t i e s  o f  L i n d o s ,  C a m i r o s  a n d  I a l y s o s  r e m a i n e d  s e p a r a t e ,  
t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e ,  L i n d o s ,  s h o w i n g  on  t h e  w h o l e  t h e  m o s t  c o n s p i c u o u s  
m a r i t i m e  e n t e r p r i s e  . The d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e a c h  p r o c e e d e d  on  p e a c e f u l  
l i n e s  u n t i l  t h e  w h o l e  i s l a n d  w as  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e  w e s t w a r d  a d v a n c e  
o f  t h e  P e r s i a n s  .
I n  5 4 0  B . C .  t h e  a rm y  o f  t h e  g r e a t  K i n g  u n d e r  C y r u s  m a r c h e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  G r e e k  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  m a i n l a n d  o f  A s i a  M i n o r ,  a n d  c a p t u r e d  
m o s t  o f  t h e m .  B u t  f r o m  h i m  R h o d e s  w as  s t i l l  s a f e ,  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  
ñ a u  h u t  l a n d  f o r c e s .  As s o o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  P e r s i a n s  m u s t e r e d  a  
f l e e t ,  w h i c h  t h e y  d i d  l a t e r  u n d e r  D a r i u s ,  t h e  i s l a n d  f e l l  a n  e a s y  
p r e y  a n d  w a s  c a p t u r e d  i n  4-90 by  t h e  s e c o n d  P e r s i a n  e x p e d i t i o n  on  i t s  
way  t o t j a r d s  G r e e c e .  T h i s  e x p e d i t i o n  e n d e d  i n  t h e  r e p u l s e  a t  
M a r a t h o n ,  o u t  t h e  P e r s i a n s  d i d  n o t  l o o s e  t h e i r  h o l d  on  R h o d e s ,  w h e r e  
t h e y  r e m a i n e d  s u p r e m e  f o r  t e n  y e a r s .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  
t h r e e  c i t i e s  on  t h e  i s l a n d ,  u n i t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  G r e e k  s t a t e s  a g a i n s t  
t h e i r  common f o e ,  who w as  a g a i n  t h r e a t e n i n g ,  j o i n e d  t h e  D e l i a n  
C o n f e d e r a c y  i n  4 8 0 .  The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  s t e p  w as  t w o - f o l d ,  f o r  
w h i l e  i t  e n a b l e d  t h e  i s l a n d  t o  s h a r e  i n  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  
S a l a m i s  t h e  same y e a r ,  a n d  t h u s  s e t  i t  f r e e  f r o m  P e r s i a n  d o m i n i o n ,  
i t  b r o u g h t  t h e  R h o d i a n s  v e r y  s o o n  u n d e r  t h e  y o k e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
A t h e n s ,  who m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  i n  R ho d es  u n t i l  
a l m o s t  t h e  e n u  o f  t h a t  c e n t u r y .
T h a t  t h e  p o w e r  e x e r c i s e d  by t h e  A t h e n i a n s  o v e r  t h e i r  
" c o n f e d e r a t e s "  i n  R h o d e s  w as  v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i s  show n  by t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  P e l o p o n n e s i a n  War w h i c h  b r o k e  o u t  i n  4 3 1 ,  t h e  R h o d i a n s  
n o t  o n l y  h a d  t o  l e n d  a s s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  S p a r t a ,  b u t  w e r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  
s e r v e  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  D o r i a n s  i n  S y r a c u s e ,  a n d  e v e n  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  own 
c o l o n i s t s  i n  G e l a .  I t  i s  a l s o  r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  A t h e n i a n  
a r m s  h a d  s u f f e r e d  d e f e a t  a t  S y r a c u s e  i n  4 1 2 ,  t h e  R h o d i a n  c i t i e s  w e r e  
n o t  a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  l i k e  C h i o s  a n d  C i d n o s  
by a  r e v o l t  f r o m  A t h e n s . B u t  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  r e b e l l i o u s  i n  s p i r i t  . 
I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  w hen  a  p a r t y  o f  o l i g a r c h s  w as  b o l d  e n o u g h  t o  
t a k e  j
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t a k e  t h e  p l u n g e  a n d  i n v i t e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a  s t r o n g  S p a r t a n  f l e e t ,  
t h e y  w e r e  e a s i l y  p e r s u a d e d  t o  r e p e l  o p e n l y  f r o m  A t h e n s .  B u t  t h i s  
p r o v e d  t o  h e  a  h a d  b a r g a i n ;  f o r  t h o u g h  t h e  S p a r t a n  f l e e t  h o v e r e d  a b o u t ,  
i t  d i d  n o t  p r o t e c t  t h e  c o a s t  f r o m  A t h e n i a n  r a i d e r s ,  who d i d  much  damage 
t o  t h e  i s l a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  4 0 7  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  l e d  by A l c i b i a d e s .
The S p a r t a n s  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  p o w e r  a t  R h o d e s  w h en  t h e  P e l o p o n n e s i a n  War 
came t o  a  c l o s e  some t l i r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r .
The y e a r  4 0 8  B . C .  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d a t e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
i s l a n d .  The t h r e e  c i t i e s ,  w h i c h  s o  f a r  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  
i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e s ,  now u n i t e d  t o  f o u n d  a n d  b u i l d  t h e  s i n g l e  c i t y  o f  
R h o d e s .  The s i t e  w h i c h  t h e y  c h o s e  f o r  t h e i r  new c a p i t a l  w as  on  t h e  
c o a s t ,  a t  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  e x t r e m i t y  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  The h a r b o u r s  
w h i c h  a d j o i n e d  i t  w e r e  e x c e l l e n t , a n d  s u r p a s s e d  e v e n  t h o s e  o f  L i n d o s ,  
a n d  t h e  g r a d u a l  s l o p e  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  f r o m  t h e  s e a - b o a r d  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  
t h e  e m i n e n c e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  a c r o p o l i s  w as  b u i l t  vías a d m i r a b l y  s u i t e d  t o  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  H i p p o d a m u s  o f  M i l e t u s .
F o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  y o u n g  c i t y  s t a t e  
l i v e d  t h r o u g h  a  p e r i o d  d u r i n g  w h i c h  i t s  i n t e r n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w as  m a r k e d  
by a  c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  r i v a l  f o r c e s  o f  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  
o l i g a r c h y .  The  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t  c o r r e s p o n d e d  r o u g h l y  w i t h  
t h o s e  o f  t h e  d e s u l t o r y  w a r  i n  w h i c h  A t h e n s  a n d  S p a r t a  w e r e  e n g a g e d  a t  
t h e  sam e  t i m e ;  f o r  t h e  R h o d i a n  d e m o c r a t s  w e r e  b a c k e d  by  t h e  A t h e n i a n s ,  
a n d  t h e  o l i g a r c h s  by  t h e  S p a r t a n s .  I t  w as  t h e  ( d e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y  t h a t  
made t h e  f i r s t  move i n  3 9 5 ,  w h e n ,  by  d r i v i n g  t h e  s h i p s  o f  S p a r t a  f r o m  
t h e  h a r b o u r ,  t h e y  s e v e r e d  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  made i n  4 1 1 .
B u t  i n  391  t h e  o l i g a r c h s  w e r e  b a c k  i n  p o w e r ,  a n d  r e m a i n e d  d o m i n a n t  
o n l y  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s , f o r  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e  A t h e n i a n  c o n f e d e r a c y  was  
p r o p o s e d  i n  3 7 8 ,  t h e  d e m o c r a t s  r o s e  a g a i n  i n  s t r e n g t h ,  a n d  h a v i n g  g a i n e d  
. the  u p p e r  h a n d ,  e n r o l l e d  R h o d e s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  c o n f e d e r a t e  s t a t e s .
The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  w a s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  
D e l i a n  l e a g u e ,  f o r  A t h e n s ,  n o t  c o n t e n t  w i t h  b e i n g  a  c o n f e d e r a t e ,  g r e w  t o  
b e  a  m a s t e r .  I t  i s  n o t a b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  b y  t h i s  t i m e  R h o d e s  w as  
s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  r e f u s e  t o  b e  c o e r c e d  i n t o  s u b m i s s i o n ,  a n d  a l o n g  w i t h  
C o s ,  C l i io s  a n d  B y z a n t i u m ,  c e d e d  f r o m  t h e  c o n f e d e r a c y  e v e n  w h i l e  t h e  
d e m o c r a c y  j
d e m o c r a c y  w as  s t i l l  i n  p o w e r .  T h i s  s e c e s s i o n  l e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  a  
n a v a l  w a r  i n  w l i i c h  t h e  f o u r  a l l i e d  s t a t e s  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a b l e  t o  
o p p o s e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h e  m i g h t  e v e n  o f  A t h e n s  .
D u r i n g  a l l  t h i s  p e r i o d  we h a v e  b e f o r e  u s  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  
s p e c t a c l e  o f  ' t h e  c i t y  f i n d i n g  i t s e l f .  I t  h a d  b e g u n  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i t s  a c t i o n  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e ;  i t  w a s  t a s t i n g  t h e  
e n j o y m e n t  o f  a  g r o w i n g  p o w e r  a t  s e a ;  i t s  i n t e r n a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w as  
s h a p i n g  i t s e l f  t o w a r d s  a  m o d i f i e d  f o r m  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
And t h u s  t h e  way w a s  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  
w h i c h  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  w as  t o  u n f o l d .
Amid t h i s  g e n e r a l  h o p e f u l n e s s  a n d  g r o w i n g  s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  own 
i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  R h o d e s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s o m ew h a t  h u m i l i a t e d  by  
t h e i r  t e m p o r a r y  c o n q u e s t  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  Q,ueen o f  C a r i a .  T h i s  
w a r r i o r  q u e e n  w a s  A r t e m i s i a ,  who i s  b e t t e r  Known t o  h i s t o r y  a s  a  d u t i f u l  
w i d o w ,  a n d  i s  m o r e  f a m o u s  f o r  t h e  e x t r a v a g a n t  m e m o r i a l  s h e  r a i s e d  t o  
h e r  h u s b a n d ,  M a u s o l u s .  By a  r u s e  h e r  s o l d i e r s ,  i n  3 5 7 ,  o b t a i n e d  
e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  h a r b o u r s  o f  R h o d e s  a n d  i n v e s t e d  t h e  c i t y .  B u t  
n o t h i n g  m o re  s e r i o u s  came a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c o n q u e s t  s a v e  a  s t a t u e  o f  
A r t e m i s i a  h e r s e l f ,  w h i c h ,  i n  v a n i t y ,  s h e  h a d  o r d e r e d  t o  be  p l a c e d  i n  o n e  
o f  t h e  t e m p l e s  i n  R h o d e s ,  a n d  w h i c h ,  on  a c c o u n t  o f  a  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  
r e v e r e n c e  w h i c h  t h e  R h o d i a n s  a l w a y s  s h o w e d  f o r  d e d i c a t e d  s t a t u e s ,  was  
a l l o w e d  t o  r e m a i n  s t a n d i n g ,  t h o u g h  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  i t  w as  s u r r o u n d e d  by  
a  h i g h  w a l l  a n d  h i d d e n  f r o m  v i e w .
The i s l a n d  w a s  d e s t i n e d  to a n o t h e r  c o n q u e s t  b e f o r e  i t  s h o u l d  
e n t e r  on  i t s  t e r m  o f  f u l l e s t  p o w e r  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  -  t h i s  t i m e  by  
t h a t  p r i n c e  o f  c o n q u e r o r s ,  A l e x a n d e r  t h e  G r e a t .  As f a r  b a c k  a s  36 0  B.O 
P h i l i p  o f  M a c e d o n  h a d  b e e n  d r e a m i n g  o f  c o n q u e s t  a n d  a l a r m i n g  G r e e c e .
I n  3 4 1 ,  u r g e d  b y  t h e  e l o q u e n c e  o f  D e m o s t h e n e s  i n  h i s  t h i r d  P h i l i p p i c , 
R h o d e s  h a d  a l l i e d  h e r s e l f  w i t h  A t i i e n s  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  M a c e d o n i a n .  B u t  
no  r e s i s t a n c e  w a s  o f  a n y  a v a i l  a g a i n s t  A l e x a n d e r ,  who i n h e r i t e d  t h e  
p o w e r  a n d  a m b i t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t e d  P h i l i p .  W i t h  i n v i n c i b l e  
s t r e n g t h  h e  made h i s  a d v a n c e :  w i t h i n  f o u r  y e a r s  P e r s i a ,  A s i a  Minor- ,
S y r i a ,  P a l e s t i n e ,  a n d  E g y p t  l a y  a t  h i s  f e e t ,  b e f o r e  h e  p r o c e e d e d  t o  
e x t e n d  /
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extend His conquests further east. After the capitulation of 
Damascus and Tyre in 332, the citizens of Rhodes deemed it prudent 
also to submit to Alexander, and so were numbered among the subjects 
of his empire,until his death in 323. The Rhodians then revolted, 
and were again free.
The island had not suffered at all under the rule of 
Alexander. The nine quiet years under his sway mark the beginning 
of the most prosperous period in the whole of the long history of 
Rhodes . In the general expansion of Levantine trade which took 
place at this time, and which was due in large measure to the 
foundation of Alexandria on the Egyptian coast, she had a large 
share. Merchant ships, bearing to Greece the products of the corn- 
lands of Egypt, made Rhodes a port of call, as also did those which 
carried wine or fish to Alexandria from Greece and the Black Sea.
At the end of the third century B.C., the trade of Rhodes rivalled 
that of Athens and Alexandria; her standard of coinage and maritime 
law became widely adopted; and she was recognised to be the first 
naval power in the eastern Mediterranean. The prosperity of the 
state encouraged the development of art and learning, ana a number of 
famous philosophers and poets were born in, or were attracted to 
the city. Among those who flourished about this time may be 
mentioned Eudemos, the disciple of Aristotle, and Apollonius, the 
epic poet who wrote the "Argonautica" .
The Rhodian administrators of this period wisely recognised 
that the prosperity and wealth of their island rested on commerce and 
not on conquest, so that the settled policy they adopted was to 
remain neutral as far as possible in any national dispute that might 
arise, and to ta.ke siaes and engage in war only when their commercial 
prosperity or independence was threatened. Excellent, nowever, 
though this plan wa.s, it could not keep the city always at peace.
The times were too unsettled for that, and like other states in the 
neighbourhood, Rhodes was dragged against her will into the wars 
that soon broke out between tne jealous successors of Alexander.
Of all the generals among whom Alexano.er had divided his
empire j
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empire, perhaps the most ambitious was Antigonus to whom Phrygia haa 
been assigned,ana who was very soon aiming at a universal conquest.
When he meditated an attack on his brother Officer, Ptolemy of 
Egypt, he first made an attempt to secure the alliance of, or the 
dominion over, Rhodes, whose harbours, lying as they did on the trade 
route to Egypt, he hoped to be able to use for his war vessels. The 
Rhodians were in a dilemma, for while they desired then as always to 
remain neutral, they could not afford to allow any advantage to an 
enemy of Egypt, with which country their commercial relations were 
most intimate. The result was that,when pressed by Antigonus,they 
resolved to side with Ptolemy, and brought upon themselves that 
famous blockade which was conducted by Demetrius, the son of Antigonus, 
andwiMi earned for him the proud title of Poliorcetes. Demetrius, 
having landed his troops, ravaged the whole Island and proceeded to 
storm the city . He constructed an immense engine of war which was 
called the Heleopolis and attempted, by undermining and assault, to 
effect an entrance . The besieged were aided by supplies from Ptolemy 
and managed thus to hold out for so long that peace was made on 
honourable terms, and Demetrius retired.
The siege was raised in 304 B.C., and thereafter the 
Rhodians conducted their affairs with such prudence and success that 
their power and influence was greater even than before. In 280 they 
built the world-famed colossus - a huge brazen statue of their god, 
Helios, fit emblem of the splenuour of their state. The neutral 
policy which had been aaopted continued to be pursued, yet the Rhodians 
were not slow to take the sea against other powers who in any way 
attempted to injure their commercial prosperity or endangered tne 
safety of their merchant men. Thus in 236 they fitted out
ships of war to suppress the pirates of Crete, and some years later, 
started a vigorous campaign against Byzantium and the Kings of 
Pergamps .and Pontus who had threatened to close the Black Sea trade 
route. Rhodes was now in a position to make it wise policy for other 
states to retain her good favour - a fact which was strikingly demon­
strated j
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demonstrated in 2 2 7 . In-'that year after the great earthquake in the 
island by which the greater part of the city was destroyed and the 
colossus thrown down, numerous and very costly gifts were sent for the 
rebuilding of the city from Egypt, Syria, Sicily, and Macedonia, and 
from the various states on the mainland in Asia. Minor.
It was just at this time, when Rhodes was at the height 
of her prosperity, and feeling the power of the wealth and influence 
which viere hers, that the growing empire of Home began to stretch 
eastwards, and came into conflict with the ambitious Philip V. of 
Macedonia. About this time too, Rhodes herself commenced a more 
aggressive policy in foreign affairs. Knowing now now secure her 
commercial interests were, she was no longer content with protecting 
these and maintaining ner independence, but dreamed of extending her 
power over the C-reek cities in Asia. Minor, and the other islands 
round about. She was already mistress of several towns in Caria and
of a number of tne neighbouring islands - all of which dependencies 
had probably originated as Rhodian colonies. As a result of this 
desire for expansion, Rhodes at first seems to have resented tne 
interference of Rome in the East, as a power which might check her 
own advance, for her ambassadors continually urged Philip to make 
peace with the Romans. This was their attitude during the first 
Macedonian war which came to an end with the Treaty of Phoenice in 
205. Rome, however, could not be kept out of the affairs of the
East. The Rhodians recognised this, and wisely changed their policy,
attempting now to make use of the Roman power in furthering tneir own 
ambitious schemes, without allowing themselves to be drawn under the 
yoke of Rome. In 201, therefore, when Philip began to move again and
was seizing independent cities in Asia Minor, tne Rhodians, along with 
the Pergamenes (who were now socii Romanorum) reported the matter to 
the Senate at Rome. ho response, however, was made to them, and the tro 
states were left to resist Philip themselves. This the Rhodians were 
not slow to do, because they had an additional reason for a quarrel
With Philip - namely, that he haa heen treating with Antiochus o r Syria
t o  d i v i d e  E g y p t  -  a n  e v e n t  w h i c h  t h e y  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  r e a s o n s  a l o n e  w e r e  
b o u n d  t o  o p p o s e .  The c o m b i n e d  f l e e t s  o f  t h e  a l l i e s  w e r e  a t  f i r s t  
s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t  l a t e r ,  m e t  w i t h  a  s e v e r e  r e v e r s e  a t  L a d e ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  
P h i l i p  s e i z e d  t h e  R h o d i a n  c i t i e s  i n  c a r i a .  A t  l a s t ,  w h e n  t h e  
M a c e d o n i a n  l a i d  s i e g e  t o  A b y d o s ,  t n e  Romans r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
w as  a  s e r i o u s  o n e ,  a n d  s e n t  a  f l e e t  t o  j o i n  t h e  a l l i e s .  T h i s  f l e e t  
w as  p o w e r f u l  e n o u g h  t o  c a p t u r e  a  f e w  i s l a n d s  i n  t n e  A e g e a n  S e a  a n d  
some t o w n s  on  t h e  c o a s t  o f  E u b o e a  , a n d  i n  t h i s  w ay  s o  t o  i m p r e s s  t h e  
e a s t e r n  s t a t e s  t h a t  a l l  s a v e  C o r i n t h ,  S p a r t a ,  a n d  A r g o s , f o l l o w e d  t h e  
l e a d  o f  R h o d e s  a n d  t h r e w  i n  t h e i r  l o t  w i t h  t h e  R o m a n s .  A f t e r  t h i s ,  
t h e  t i d e  o f  f o r t u n e  t u r n e d .  C o r i n t h  w as  b e s i e g e d  i n  19 8  a n d  t h e  
R h o d i a n s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  r e c a p t u r e  t h e i r  t o w n s  i n  C a r i a .  n e x t  y e a r  
P h i l i p  w as  d e c i s i v e l y  d e f e a t e d  a t  C y n o s c e p h a l a e  b y  t h e  c o n s u l  P l a m i n i u s .  
a n d  t h o u g h  t h e  w a r  d r a g g e d  o n  f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s ,  h e  h a d  e v e n t u a l l y  
t o  s u b m i t  t o  h a r d  t e r m s ,  a n d  l e a v e  a l l  t h e  G r e e k  c i t i e s  f r e e .
No s o o n e r  w a s  t h i s  w a r  c o n c l u d e d  t h a n  t h e  Romans  h a d  t o  
b e g i n  a n o t h e r  -  w i t h  A n t i o c h n s  o f  S y r i a ,  who h a d  e n t e r e d  G r e e c e  w i t h  
a n  a rm y  o n  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  A e t o l i a n s .  A g a i n  R h o d e s  
p l a c e d  h e r s e l f  u n a e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  Rome a n d  s e t  t h e  e x a m p l e  t o  
o t h e r  G r e e k  c i t i e s .  The R h o d i a n  f l e e t  d i d  g o o d  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  w a r ,  
a n d  t h o u g h  d e f e a t e d  o n c e  by t h e  S y r i a n  f l e e t  u n d e r  P o l y x e n i d e s , a n  
e x i l e d  R h o d i a n ,  i t  s o o n  made g o o d  t h a t  l o s s .  A n t i o c h u s  w as  d r i v e n  
f r o m  A s i a  M i n o r  i n  190, a f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  M a g n e s i a  a d  S i p y l u m , b y  
S c i p i o ,  who t h e r e u p o n  s e t  h i m s e l f  t o  e f f e c t  a  S e t t l e m e n t  o f  A s i a ,  
w h i c h  made i t  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  i f  n o t  i n  n a m e ,  a  Roman P r o v i n c e .
The a g g r e s s i v e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  R h o d i a n s  i s  r e n d e r e d  m a n i f e s t  i n  
t h e  c l a i m s  t h e y  made a n d  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t h e y  a d v o c a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e s e  
tw o  w a r s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  t r e a t i e s  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  t h e m .  T h u s  b e f o r e  
C y n o s c e p h a l a e  t h e i r  a m b a s s a d o r s  h a d  c l a i m e d  f r o m  P h i l i p  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  
o f  a l l  t o w n s  i n  C a r i a  a n d  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  a l l  m a r k e t s  a n d  p o r t s  i n  
A s i a  M i n o r ;  a n d  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  S c i p i o  t h e  R h o d i a n  e n v o y s  a s k e d  
t h a t  a l l  t h e  G r e e k  c i t i e s  i n  A s i a  M i n o r  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t h e i r  i n d e ­
p e n d e n c e ,  f o r  t h e y  h o p e d  t h a t  o v e r  t h e s e  i n d e p e n d e n t  c i t i e s  t h e y  
t h e m s e l v e s  /
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themselves might e x e r c i s e  at  f i r s t  a p a t ron age ,w h ich ,  by adopt ing  
shrewd measures,  they might tu rn  l a t e r  on in to  a s o v e r e ig n ty .
S c ip io  g ran ted  them t h e i r  w ish  in  p a r t ,  and Lycia ,  w i th  the except ion  
of Telmissos  and the g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  C a r i a ,  south  o f  Meander, were  
p la ced  under the sway o f  Rhodes. I t  i s  a s t range  f a c t  that the  
Rhodians misused t h e i r  power when once they had i t . Too eage r  to  
show t h e i r  mastery over t h e i r  dependencies ,  they so i r r i t a t e d  and 
enraged the Lyc ian s  that  they provoked them to war .
The next p e r io d  o f  Rhodian h i s t o r y  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  because  
i t  shows how Rhodes, w h i l e  m a in ta in ing  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  Rome, 
attempted to keep h e r s e l f  independent o f  the E m p i re 's  ex tend ing  sway, 
and as  in cu r red  the d i s p l e a s u r e  o f  the Senate and p eo p le ,  so tha t  she 
ve ry  n e a r l y  s u f f e r e d  the f a t e  o f  the l e s s  p o w e r fu l  s t a t e s  and c i t i e s  
which had a l r e a d y  been conquered and made p r o v i n c e s . Too r a p i d  was 
the eastward  sp read  o f  the power o f  Rome, and the e x ten s ion  o f  her  
sphere o f  i n f l u e n c e , t o  be surveyed w i th  equanimity by the Fdiodian 
p e o p le .  They noted with  dismay how Rome was g r a d u a l l y  sucking in  
a l l  the independent s t a t e s ,  and saw in  her not on ly  a g re a t  b a r r i e r  
to t h e i r  expansion ,  but even a th re a t  to  t h e i r  own independence.
Thus there  grew up a p o w e r fu l  anti-Roman p a r ty  w i th in  tne w a l l s  o f  
the c i t y .  This d i s a f f e c t i o n  was made ev iden t  at Rome through  
v a r io u s  ch an n e ls .  The L y c ia n s ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  nad lodged  a j u s t  com­
p l a i n t  a g a in s t  Rhodian o p p re s s io n ;  and w i th  the s t a t e  o f  Pergamos,  
the sworn a l3y  o f  Rome, the Rhodians were  hav ing  c o n t in u a l  t e r r i t o r i a l  
d i s p u t e s .  M atte rs  came to a head in  171 when tne t h i r d  Macedonian  
War broke o u t . Rhodes was not prompt in  a s s i s t i n g  Rome. The two 
p a r t i e s  in  the s t a t e  were about e q u a l l y  s t ro n g ,  and a d e c i s i o n  was 
d e lay ed .  The Roman envoy was r e c e i v e d ,  sh ip s  were promised ,  out th i s  
d id  not prevent  the r e c e p t i o n  o f  the envoy o f  Perseus  o f  Macedon.  
S t i l l ,  in  e f f e c t ,  Rhodes remained n e u t r a l ,  f o r  no e f f i c i e n t  h e lp  was 
g iv en  to  e i t h e r  s i d e ,  and the Rom ans ,una ided ,de fea ted  Perseus a t  pyana 
in  168. N e v e r th e le s s ,  c o n s id e r a b le  resentment was shown in  Rome
at the e q u iv o c a l  conduct of the Rhodians,  and i t  might have gone 
bad ly  j
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bad ly  f o r  them at t h i s  time had not Cato taken t h e i r  pa r t  in  the  
debates in  the Senate -house .  As i t  was ,  the t r e a t y  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  was 
broken o f f ;  and a f t e r  the c ircumstances  o f  the case  had been i n v e s t i ­
ga ted  by Roman envoys ,  a l l  the prominent anti-Roman l e a d e r s  who had. not  
saved themselves by f l i g h t ,  were put to  dea th .  F u r th e r ,  in  the new 
sett lement o f  A s i a  which f o l l o w e d  the c lo se  o f  the war in  166, a severe  
blow was s t ruck  at the dominion of Rhodes in  that  C a r ia  and L y c ia  were  
d e c la r e d  f r e e ,  and the Rhodians were compelled, to  evacuate  Cannos and 
S t r a t o n i c e i a . Another b low was d e a l t  a t  her t r a d e ,  De los  b e in g  made 
a f r e e  p o r t .  So Rhodes remained f r e e ,  though a lways  watched r a th e r  
s u s p i c i o u s ly  by the Romans, and dur ing  the next e i g h ty  y e a r s ,  w h i l e  
Rome was g r a d u a l l y  s t ren g th en in g  her  h o ld  on A s i a ,  and b r in g in g  under  
her  c o n t ro l  Greece,  Pergamos,and cappadoc ia ,  tne Rhodians remained  
qu ie t  and w a i t ed  f o r  an opportun ity  to  r e i n s t a t e  themselves in  the  
good g races  o f  Rome .
This oppor tun ity  came in  88 B .C .  when M i th r id a te s  , King o f  
Pontus,  p r o f i t i n g  by the S o c i a l  War i n  I t a l y ,  took the f i e l d  a g a in s t  
the Roman arms. He was immediately j o in e d  by a lmost a l l  the Greek  
towns in  A s i a  Minor which had been s u f f e r i n g  under Roman m a l -a am in is -  
t r a t i o n  f o r  e igh ty  y e a r s .  Rhodes, however,  s tood out a g a in s t  him, and 
s u f f e r e d  a s i e g e  which, though M i th r id a t e s  conducted i t  in  person ,  
proved  qu i te  u n s u c c e s s fu l .  This  war ,  which was brought  to  an end by 
S u l l a  in  84. a f t e r  the v i c t o r i e s  o f  Chaeronea and Orchomenus, proved  
advantageous to Rhodes in  two main d i r e c t i o n s  -  f i r s t ,  to  ner  t rade  
because  D e lo s ,  which a lone  o f  a l l  the s t a t e s  in  European Greece had 
stood out f o r  Rome a g a in s t  M i t h r i d a t e s ,  was captu red  and des t royed  by 
him, and so ceased to  be an e f f e c t i v e  commercial r i v a l  o f  Rhodes; and 
secondly, to her  dominion, because ,  by S u l l a ' s  se tt lem ent  o f  A s i a ,  those  
p a r t s  o f  c a r i a  and L y c i a  which had been taken away in  166.were r e s to r e d .
Rhodes was now more secure  and s e t t l e d .  Her p le a s a n t
c l im ate  had ga ined  her a r e p u t a t i o n  as a r e s o r t  f o r  wea lthy  Romans,
and a School o f  e c l e c t i c  o r a t o r y ,  which sprang  up under A p o l l o n iu s
Molon, a t t r a c t e d  men o f  note to  v i s i t  t h e r e .  Thus C ice ro  s tu d ie d  
under j
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under tin.i s  r h e t o r i c i a n  a t  Rhodes, as a l s o  d id  J u l i u s  Caesa r .  Brutus,  
and C a s s iu s .  C ae sa r ,  however, had o ther  i n t e r e s t s  "besides r h e t o r i c ,  
and in  74 B .C .  when M i th r id a t e s  broke out a g a in  in  o p p o s i t i o n  to Rome, 
he r a i s e d  a v o lu n te e r  fo r c e  on the i s l a n d ,  and c rossed  to A s i a  to 
oppose the Pont ic  K in g .  A f t e r  Caesar  , Pornpey became so popu la r  at  
Rhodes on account o f  h is  su pp ress ion  o f  the C i c i l i a n  p i r a t e s  in  66 -  an 
achievement in  which he was w e l l  a ided  by Rhodian sh ips  -  that  a f t e r  
the t h i r d  T r ium v ira te  had been formed, and f a i l e d ,  and war was i n e v i t a b l e  
between Caesar  and Pompev, i t  was to Pompey that  the Rhodians len t  t h e i r  
s h ip s .  E v e n tu a l ly ,  however, as Caesar  got  the upper  hand, they  
changed s id e s  and su p p l ie d  sh ips  to Caesar  f o r  h i s  Egyp t ian  campaign.
Caesar  became Im perator  in  46, and was a s s a s s in a t e d  two yea rs  
l a t e r ,  and the Rhodians a g a in  became en tang led  in  the c i v i l  war that  
f o l l o w e d  h i s  d ea th .  In  43 they su p p l ied  sh ips  to D o l a b e l l a .  but  
re fu sed  the same he lp  to C a s s iu s ,  who promptly b e s ie g ed  the c i t y ,  as 
he was p roceed in g  west  a g a in s t  O c t a v i a n . I t  i s  s t a ted  by some that  
the c i t y  was d e l i v e r e d  over  to Cass ius  by t r e a ch e ry .  At  any r a t e ,  
Rhodes was captured ,  and robbed o f  a l l  i t s  t r e a s u r e s  in  o rde r  to f i l l  
the empty w ar -ch es t  o f  C a e s a r ' s  enemies.  The Temples were ransacked,
and a l l  t h e i r  go ld  and s i l v e r  p lun de red .  Among the works o f  a r t
c a r r i e d  o f f  were the famed groups o f  the Laocoon. and the Pa rn ése B u l l .  
Rot content  w ith  t h i s ,  Cass ius  bu rn t  or  des t royed  a l l  the sh ips  which  
f o r  so long  had been the p r id e  o f  Rhodes and on which her  commercial  
supremacy had depended. Then he l e f t  a g a r r i s o n  in  the i s lan d ,  and went 
on h is  way to d e fe a t  and death a t  P h i l i p p i .
I t  vías, o f  cou rse ,  i n e v i t a b l e  tha t  so sm a l l  a s t a t e  as Rhodes 
should f i n a l l y  be absorbed  by so g r e a t  an empire as Rome. The p i t y  i s  
that  t h i s  a b so rp t io n  was e f f e c t e d  in  so d r a s t i c  a f a s h i o n .  The i s l a n d  
never recove red  from the wanton d e s t r u c t i o n  which i t  s u f f e r e d  at  the 
hands o f  C a s s iu s .  I t s  f l e e t ,  and consequent ly  i t s  commercial power,  
was gone, and w i th  these seemed to d i s a p p e a r  a l s o  that  s p i r i t  o f  e n t e r ­
p r i s e  and endeavour which had animated the Rhodians in  t h e i r  more p r o s ­
perous d ay s .  The c o n t r o l  o f  the d e s t in y  o f  the i s l a n d  passed  ve ry  
soon I
- 13 -
soon Into  o ther  hands. The Greek popu lace  sank r a p i d l y  to the con­
d i t i o n  o f  dependents , in  which, save  f o r  a b r i e i  i n t e r v a l  01 twenty  
y e a r s ,  they have remained u n t i l  the p re se n t  day ;  and any g l o r y  or  
importance that came to  Rhodes in  the middle ages  came to her  a lmost  
w h o l ly  from the o u t s id e .
The h i s t o r y  o f  the i s l a n d  du r ing  the i i r s t  s i x  c e n tu r ie s  ol 
the C h r i s t i a n  e ra  i s  ve ry  u n e v e n t fu l .  I t  se rved  as a p la c e  01 r e t i r e ­
ment f o r  T i b e r i u s  b e f o r e  he succeeded to the d i g n i t y  o f  Emperor when 
Augustus d ied  in  the y ea r  14. Under C lau d iu s ,  the freedom oi Rhodes 
was taken away on account o f  the a l l e g e d  execu t ion  o f  Roman c i t i z e n s ,  
but was r e s t o r e d  some nine y ea rs  l a t e r .  Soon a f t e r  t h i s ,  in  67, 
that  memorable y ea r  which saw the r i s e  and f a l l  o f  th ree  su cce ss iv e  
Emperors, V espas ian  passed  through the c i t y  on h i s  way from the army 
in  S y r i a ,  whence he went to take up the r e in s  o f  empire a t  Rome. I t  
was under th i s  Vespas ian  that  Rhodes was at  l a s t  f o r m a l ly  added to the 
p rov inces  o f  Rome -  b e in g  attached  p ro b a b ly  to the g r e a t  p rov ince  o f  
A s i a .  In 157 a d i s a s t r o u s  earthquake completed the d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
the c i t y  which Cass iu s  had begun in  43 B .C .  This  earthquake r e c a l l s  
the p rev io u s  one which threw down the Co lossus  n e a r l y  400 y ea r s  b e f o r e ;
but on t h i s  o cca s ion  there were no f r i e n d l y  s t a t e s  to send g i f t s  f o r
■
the r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  the c i t y .  The Emperor Anton ius  P iyu s .  however,  
r e b u i l t  the c i t y  at  h i s  own c o s t .  About the y e a r  300, when the Roman 
prov inces  were rea r ranged  under D i o c l e t i a n .  Rhodes was made the c a p i t a l  
o f  the newly -formed "P rov ince  o f  the I s l a n d s " ,  and th i s  p o s i t i o n  i t  
r e t a in e d ,  even a f t e r  395, when, at  the d i v i s i o n  o f  the Empire in  the 
r e i g n  o f  Theodosius ,  i t  passed  under the dominion o f  the Byzantine
d v n a s tv .
Rhodes had remained a lways ve ry  q u ie t  under the Roman r u l e ,  
and re s ted  secure  so long  as the Empire was s t ro n g  enough to m ainta in  
peace w i th in  i t s  b o rd e r s .  But w ith  the d e c l in e  o f  the empire came 
times of s t r e s s  l o r  the i s l a n d ,  which a g a in  became en tang led  in  tne 
wars o f  the surround ing  s t a t e s ,  and in  the conquests  o f  the g r e a t
powers /
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A f t e r  t h e i r  d e f e a t  at  the end o f  the second century  by 
C laud ius  G o th ic u s . the Goths, who came to make themselves so t e r r i b l e  
in  Roman eyes ,  th reatened  Rhodes, but were s c a t t e r e d  b e fo r e  they d id  
any harm. About two hundred y ea r s  l a t e r ,  a band o f  I s a u r i a n s  ravaged  
the i s l a n d ,  but cou ld  e f f e c t  no permanent f o o t i n g  on account 01 the 
s t r e n g th  o f  the g a r r i s o n .  A hundred y ea rs  l a t e r  s t i l l ,  in  d i s t a n t  
A r a b i a ,  Mahomet was born  -  Mahomet who was d e s t in ed  to b e g in  that  
g re a t  s t r u g g l e  which raged so long  between h i s  f o l l o w e r s  ana tne 
C h r i s t i a n  na t ion s  o f  Europe, and which i n c i d e n t a l l y  invo lved  Rhodes 
a ga in  in  s i e g e s  and b a t t l e s  which were not o f  her  own s e e k in g .  Eor 
Mahomet d id .more than found a r e l i g i o n .  Re i n s t i t u t e d  an army, which  
in  the name o f  r e l i g i o n  o v e r - r a n  the whole ol the e a s te rn  s t a t e s :  
r a p i d l y  b r i n g in g  f i r s t  P e r s i a ,  and then S y r i a  under i t s  dominion, and 
b a t t e r i n g  f i n a l l y  a t  the w a l l s  o f  C onstan t inop le  -  the c a p i t a l  o f  the 
Byzantine  empire .  S y r i a  was conquered in  637, and l e f t  in  the power  
o f  Muawiveh. who z e a lo u s ly  advanced the standards  o f  Is lam  westward,  
scou r in g  the M ed i te r ranean  w i th  h is  f l e e t ,  and making s u c c e s s f u l  
descents  on Cyprus and Rhodes. Dominion was not a l l  that  the Saracens  
fought  f o r :  p lunde r  too was dear  to t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  and at  Rhodes they
showed t h e i r  g reed  by s e l l i n g , t o  a Jew o f  Edessa ,  the fragments  o f  the 
g re a t  Co lossus  which had l a i n ,  broken as the earthquake had l e f t  them, 
f o r  n e a r l y  900 y e a r s .  The Saracens d id  not  long  r e t a i n  t h e i r  ho ld  on 
the i s l a n d ,  f o r  though they ach ieved  a g r e a t  n a v a l  v i c t o r y  in  the 
f o l l o w i n g  y ea r  o f f  Phoenicos in  L v c i a ,  over  the Byzant ine  f l e e t ,  peace  
was made in  658. when Rhodes was. by agreement,  r e s t o r e d  to the Empire .
This  t r e a t y  se rved  on ly  as a temporary check to the oncoming 
Pavnims, who began to th re a ten  C onstan t inop le  a g a in  about t h i r t y  y ea rs  
l a t e r .  This t ime, A n a s ta s iu s  I I .  making Rhodes h i s  b a se ,  c o l l e c t e d  
a l a r g e  f l e e t  to oppose them and ba r  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .  But u n fo r tu n a t e ­
l y  f o r  Rhodes, s e d i t i o n  a ro se  in  the f l e e t .  An e c c l e s i a s t i c  who had 
been p la c e d  in  command was a s s a s s in a t e d ;  and w h i le  p a r t  ol' the f l e e t  
s a i l e d  f
powers that disputed the possession of the East.
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s a i l e d  f o r  Constan t inop le  to depose the Emperor a g a in s t  whom they had 
r e v o l t e d ,  the r e s t  d i s p e r s e d .  As a r e s u l t ,  the Saracen  f l e e t  s a i l e d  
unopposed to the Byzant ine  c a p i t a l ,  and captured  Rhodes on the way.
This second expedition, however, also proved unsuccessful f o r  the 
Mohammedans. T he ir  f l e e t  was destroyed  by storm and f i r e ,  and they  
were glad to make peace in the following year and to restore to the  
Empire the twice-captured i s l a n d .
A f t e r  t h i s ,  Rhodes r e s ted  secure  from Saracen  a t tack s  f o r  
about a century  -  indeed, u n t i l  the m agn i f ic en t  H arem -ar -Rash id  . 
the c a l i f  o f  Bagdad, and the hero o f  many of the t a l e s  in  the "A rab ian  
R ig h t s " ,  made a descent  in  807 on the i s l a n d ,  and though unab le  to take  
the c i t y ,  ravaged  the countrjr and sm a l le r  towns .
The next f i v e  c e n tu r i e s  which f o l l o w e d ,  namely, the n in th  
to the th i r t e e n t h ,  a re  f u l l  o f  h i s t o r y  so f a r  as the e a s t e rn  M e d i t e r ­
ranean i s  concerned.  They v/itnessed the wars o f  the c ru sad e s ;  the
r i s e  to power in  the Levant o f  the Vene t ian  R e p u b l i c ;  the f a l l  o f  the 
Greek Empire o f  C on s tan t in op le :  the b r i e f  p e r io d  o f  dominion enjoyed
by the L a t i n  empire which d i s p l a c e d  i t ;  and, f i n a l l y ,  the appearance  
o f  the Genoese as n ava l  and commercial r i v a l s  o f  the V en e t ian s .
Rhodes had a p a r t  by no means honourab le  in  a l l  these d i s p u t e s .  She
was no lo n g e r ,  as in  the o ld  days ,  an independent power that  had to  
be reckoned w i th ,  but on ly  a l i t t l e  i s l a n d  now that  was bandied  about  
among the contending r i v a l s ,  and a lways  a t  the mercy o f  whichever  
happened at  the time to have the s t r o n g e s t  f l e e t .
C rusad ing  armies passed  the i s l a n d  on the way to the Holy  
Land, and there i s  a r eco rd  that  R ichard  Cœur de L ion  and P h i l i p  o f  
Prance each spent a few  days on shore on t n e i r  way to and from P a l e s ­
tine d u r ing  the Third  Crusade .  Rhodian merchant v e s s e l s  c a r r i e d  sup­
p l i e s  to the armies at  the s e a t  o f  war ,  and were a l s o  employed as  
t r a n sp o r t s  f o r  t r o o p s .
The i n t e r e s t  o f  the Venet ians  in  the Crusades  was avowedly
more /
more commercial than r e l i g i o u s .  Trey never  l e n t  t h e i r  he lp  a g a in s t  
the i n f i d e l  w ithout  s t i p u l a t i n g  be forehand  what t h e i r  reward should  
he, and the r e tu rn  they c la imed was a lways some commercial  p r i v i l e g e .  
Since the beg inn ing  o f  the n in th  century .  Venice  had been p r e s s in g  
fu r th e r  and f u r t h e r  e a s t ,  and the e f f e c t  was f e l t  by Rhodes, e s p e c i a l l y  
a f t e r  1082 when a Golden B u l l  threw her ha rbour ,  among o th e r s ,  open 
to V ene t ian  t r a d e .  I t  i s  p ro b a b le  too that  about t h i s  time a number
o f  p r i v a t e  Venet ian  t r a d e r s  s e t t l e d  on the i s l a n d ,  a l though  i t  was not
such
o f f i c i a l l y  rega rded  by the Repub l ic  as o f / g r e a t  importance as some o f  
the i s l a n d s  in  the Aegean Sea .  In 1099 a Ven e t ian  f l e e t ,  bound f o r  
the Holy Land, put in  a t  Rhodes w ith  the in t e n t io n  o f  w in te r in g  th e re .
The i s l a n d  was s t i l l  under Byzantine  r u l e ,  and the Greek Emperor,  
A le x o s ,  seems to have resen ted  th i s  l i b e r t y  which the Venetians took,  
indeed he had f o r  some time been  watching w ith  g r e a t  a larm the g e n e ra l  
encroachment o f  the V ene t ian  t r a d e r s  in to  the h ea r t  o f  h is  rea lm , and 
the es tab l ishm ent  o f  a L a t i n  Kingdom a t  Jerusalem by the Crusaders  was 
an a d d i t i o n a l  v e x a t io n  to him. He, t h e r e f o r e ,  made an attempt to 
induce the Venet ians  to le a ve  Rhodes and r e tu rn  home, and on be ing  
r e fu s e d ,  i n c i t e d  the P i s a n s ,  t h e i r  I t a l i a n  r i v a l s ,  to a t t a c k  t h e i r  
f l e e t .  This  ven tu re ,  however,  was e n t i r e l y  u n s u c c e s s fu l ,  f o r  the 
P isans  were s e v e r e l y  d e fe a t e d ,  and the V ene t ian  sh ip s  remained at  
Rhodes u n d is tu rbed  u n t i l  May o f  the next  y e a r .
Venice now made r a p id  s t r i d e s  in  her expansion  in  the E a s t .
Sidon f e l l  to B a ldw in ,  K ing o f  Jerusa lem , w ith  the h e lp  o f  Venet ian
men and sh ip s  -  a conquest which gave to Venice  a q u a r t e r  o f  tha t  c i t y
and c e r t a i n  t r a d in g  r i g h t s  o f  g r e a t  commercial v a l u e .  Other coast
towns met w ith  the same f a t e ,  and Ven ice  c la imed the same share  in
the conquest ,  so that  very  soon she had ga the red  in to  her  dominion a
la r g e  p a r t  o f  S y r i a .  This  r a p id  expansion  o f  the Venet ians  caused
such g r e a t  d i s q u i e t  to the Greek Emperor, that  in  1118 Ca lo johannes
took the bo ld  step  o f  c a n c e l l i n g  a l l  the t r a d in g  p r i v i l e g e s  which the
Repub l ic  en joyed w i th in  the Byzant ine  Empire. To th i s  e d i c t  the
Venet ians  were now s t rong  enough to r e p l y  by f o r c e ,  and in  1125 when 
Rhodes /
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■Rhodes had. r e fu s e d ,  in  obedience to the Emperor 's  command, to supply  
one o f  t h e i r  f l e e t s  which c a l l e d  the re ,  they a ttached  and captured the 
c i t y ,  lo o ted  i t  o f  a l l  i t s  t r e a s u r e s  and c a r r i e d  o f f  i t s  c h i ld r e n  as 
s l a v e s .  So severe  was th i s  r e p r i s a l  that  the Greek Emperor was 
fo rced  almost immediately to r e s t o r e  to Venice the p r i v i l e g e s  which he 
had wished to w i th h o ld .
A lthough  the Venet ians  had Rhodes at  t h e i r  mercy, they  
seem to have taken no s tops  to r e t a i n  i t  as one o f  t h e i r  e a s te rn  
p o s s e s s i o n s .  Indeed ,  they appear  to have regarded  the i s l a n d  as o f  
l i t t l e  worth :  f o r  i t  i s  not l i k e l y  th a t ,  had i t  been ,a s  i t  used to be,
an important t r a d in g  c e n t r e , o r  one that  might have brought  them any 
in c re a se  in  commerce or  revenue,  they would have dest royed  the c i t y  
as they d i d .  Another ,  and perhaps a more n o tab le  in stance  o f  t h i s  
n e g le c t  which Venice  showed to Rhodes occurred  a t  the beg in n in g  o f  the 
next cen tu ry .  In  1204 the C ru sade rs ,  headed by a p o w e r fu l  Venet ian  
army, entered  and sacked C o n s tan t in o p le ,  and drove the Greek Emperor 
from the th rone .  The Byzantine  Empire was then d iv id e d  among the 
C rusade rs ,  and o f  i t  the Venet ians  c la imed and go t  the l i o n ' s  sh a re .  
Rhodes, among o ther  p l a c e s ,  was a s s ign ed  to them, but  so l i t t l e  heed 
did they take o f  i t  tha t  the Byzant ine  gove rn o r ,  by name Leon G aba la s ,  
was a b l e  to d ec la re  the i s l a n d  independent ,and  to remain in  power f o r  
twenty y e a r s .
The Greek Emperor, d r i v e n  in  1204 from C o n s tan t in o p le ,  had
taken up a p o s i t i o n  a t  N le aea  in  A s i a  M inor ,  and begun to r e t r i e v e  h is
f a l l e n  f o r t u n e s .  V a t a t s e s ,  who was Emperor in  1224 was p o w e r fu l
enough to recap tu re  a number o f  i s l a n d s  o f f  the A s i a t i c  c o a s t ,  and to
demand and r e c e iv e  the a l l e g i a n c e  o f  Rhodes. On th i s  o c c a s io n  the
Venet ians  a g a in  made no move, and i t  was not u n t i l  1134, when G aba la s ,
who had r e v o l t e d  from V a ta t s e s  and was th rea tened  by the Greek army,
sent f o r  a id  to Ven ice ,  tha t  the R ep u b l ic  in t e r e s t e d  i t s e l f  in  a
p r a c t i c a l  way in  the i s l a n d  which had f a l l e n  to i t s  l o t  some t h i r t y
years  b e f o r e .  A t r e a t y  was made between Venice  and Rhodes, but




have w arran ted .  He seems to have been l e f t  p r a c t i c a l l y  independent,  
though under Venet ian  s u p e r v i s io n ,  which was so nominal,  tha t  h is  
b ro th e r  John, who succeeded him, found i t  q u i t e  easy to t r a n s f e r  h is  
a l l e g i a n c e  back to V a ta t s e s  w ithout  any in t e r f e r e n c e  from the V en e t ian s .
The e x p la n a t io n  o f  th i s  n e g le c t  on the p a r t  o f  Venice i s  
do u b t le s s  to  be found in  the a l t e r a t i o n  o f  the t r a d e - r o u t e s  o f  the 
M ed ite r ran ean .  Th is  change was due in  l a r g e  measure to the advances  
which had been made in  the a r t  o f  n a v i g a t i o n ,  but more perhaps to the 
f a c t  that  the commercial supremacy had passed westward in to  the hands 
o f  another  power.  Merchant v e s s e l s  no lo n ge r  hugged the shore as they 
did  in  the e a r l i e r  days ,  and crept  round bv the c o a s t  o f  P a l e s t in e  from 
the south to g a in  the no r th e rn  p o r t s .  The bu lk  o f  the M ed ite r ranean  
t rade  d id  not pass  now between the centres  o f  Greece and Egypt ,  but  
converged to the g r e a t  markets o f  V en ice .  The Venet ians  had fo u r  
e a s t e rn  t r a d e - r o u t e s ,w h ic h  were p r e s c r i b e d  by Government. A l l  o f  
these went down the A d r i a t i c  as f a r  as C re te ,  and there  d i v e r g e d .
One proceeded to Constan t inop le  and the towns on the B la c k  Sea ;  
another went round by the coas t  o f  Morea and among the i s l a n d s  o f  the 
A rc h ip e la g o  as f a r  as the D a r d a n e l l e s ;  a t h i r d  s t ru ck  r i g h t  ac ross  
to A l e x a n d r i a ;  w h i le  the f o u r t h  had f o r  i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n  the r i c h  po r t s  
o f  T r i p o l i  and B e i r u t  on the S y r ia n  co a s t ,  and i n c i d e n t a l l y  passed  
through Rhodes and o ther  towns on the south o f  A s i a  M inor .  I t  i s  
p ro bab le  that  these  o f f i c i a l  rou tes  d id  not change much even a f t e r  the  
c o n t ro l  o f  them had passed  from Venet ian  in to  Genoese hands.
I t  was the 13th century  that  saw the r i s e  o f  Genoa as a
nava l  power in  the M ed i te r ranean  and a fo rm id ab le  r i v a l  to Ven ice ,  and
the beg inn ing  o f  a long  s t r u g g l e  between the two peop les  which ended in
the s h a t t e r in g  o f  the s t r en g th  o f  Venice  at  s e a .  In th i s  war Rhodes
a ga in  became a v ic t im  o f  r i v a l r y ,  f o r  the Genoese, as they p re ssed
eastwards  in  the Levant ,  must needs show t h e i r  power by an a t t a c k  on
the c i t y ,  which they captured  in  1248 and h e ld  f o r  two y e a r s .  A
c rusad ing  f l e e t  o f  t h e i r s  made a n igh t  a t t a c k  and took p o s s e s s io n  o f  
the I
the town. But they were not in  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r c e  to possess  themselves  
o f  the whole i s l a n d ,  f o r  Va ta tses  o f  N icaea  was a b l e  w i th  a sm a l l  
fo rce  to b lockade them w i th in  the w a l l s .  The s i e g e  l a s t e d  f o r  some 
time w ithout  success ,  u n t i l  W i l l i am  o f  V i l l e h a r d o u in .  who came to the 
support o f  the Genoese w ith  a hundred k n igh t s ,  roused  V a ta t s e s  to 
send a l a r g e  re in fo rcem en t .  With these the kn igh ts  r i s k e d  an en ­
gagement in  the open, hut were out-numbered and d e f e a t e d .  The 
b lockade o f  the c i t y  was then continued u n t i l  e v e n t u a l l y  the combat­
ants  came to an agreement, and the Genoese l e f t  the i s l a n d ,  under  
honourab le  terms, in  1250.
This was not  the end o f  the Genoese d e a l in g s  w ith  Rhodes.
In  1281 the L a t i n  Empire, which had been e s t a b l i s h e d  so p roud ly  by 
Venice and the Crusaders  in  1204, gave wav b e fo r e  the advance o f  the 
Greek Emperor,  M ichae l  Pa la io logos ,  who re turned  in  fo rc e  from U ic aea .  
Meantime Venice had been a t  war w ith  Genoa, and had su s ta ined  severe  
l o s s e s .  M ich ae l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a l l i e d  h im se l f  w ith  the v i c t o r i o u s  
Genoese, who s t r a igh tw ay  made use o f  the harbours  o f  Rhodes and the 
n e ighbou r ing  i s l a n d s  in  the p i r a t i c a l  war which they s t i l l  maintained  
a g a in s t  t h e i r  r i v a l s .  Thus, though the i s l a n d  remained nom ina l ly  
under the dominion o f  the Greek empire, the Genoese p i r a t e s ,  
n o tab ly  V igno lo  de V i g n o lo ,  w h i le  they made no attempt to adm in is te r  
or p r o t e c t  the country ,  he ld  g r e a t e r  sway there  than the Byzant ines  
d id .  The Genoese were not the on ly  p i r a t e s  who v i s i t e d  Rhodes.
Greek and Turk ish  v e s s e l s  swarmed in  that  p a r t  o f  the M ed i te r ranean  
with  a s i m i l a r  in t e n t ,  a n d , l a t e r  on, made f r e q u e n t  r a id s  on the 
i s l a n d ,  and d id  much damage to the v i l l a g e s  and country  p la c e s  g e n e ra l ly
With the beg inn ing  o f  the 14th Century a new and s t i r r i n g  
chapter  opened in  the h i s t o r y  o f  Rhodes. The c i t y  became a g a in  
a cen t re  not only o f  n av a l  and m i l i t a r y  power,  but a l s o  o f  su cce s s ­
f u l  commercial  a c t i v i t y .  The country  d i s t r i c t s  were r e ad m in is t e red ,  
and shared in  the g e n e ra l  p r o s p e r i t y  which came now to  the i s l a n d ,  
but u n fo r t u n a t e ly  l a s t e d  on ly  about two hundred y e a r s  . This  
renewal  o f  good fo r tu n e  was the r e s u l t  o f  the c ap tu re  o f  Rhodes in  
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1308 by the Knigiits o f  S t .  John o f  Jerusa lem , or the Knights  
H o s p i t a l l e r s ,  as  they a re  o f t e n  c a l l e d .
The o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  proud o rder  o f  Knighthood was qu ite  a
humble one. Towards the end o f  the 11th century  some merchants
of A m a l f i ,  i n s p i r e d  no doubt by the p r a c t i c e s  o f  the Arabs  who had
kept a l i v e  the a r t  o f  medicine a l l  through  the dark  a g e s ,  i n s t i t u t e d
at  Jerusalem a r e s t -h o u se  f o r  the succour and r e l i e f  o f  p i l g r im s  to
the Holy Sepu lch re .  The Brotherhood o f  men who devoted t h e i r
l i v e s  to  t h i s  s e r v i c e  was formed in to  a r e c o g n is e d  r e l i g i o u s  o rder
at  the c lo s e  o f  the f i r s t  Crusade in  1099. T h e i r  d u t ie s  were at
f i r s t  who l ly  c h a r i t a b l e ,  but about. 1 1 2 0 , under t h e i r  m aster ,  Raymond
du Puy, they assumed a m i l i t a r y  c h a ra c t e r  as w e l l  -  a s tep  which was
cop ied  some ten  y e a r s  l a t e r  in  the fo rm at ion  o f  the s im i l a r  and
r i v a l  o rder  o f  the Knights  Templars .  These two c o l l e g e s  o f
m i l i t a r y  Knights  remained in  the Holy Land so long  as they cou ld
ho ld  t h e i r  own a g a in s t  the a g g r e s s i v e  Saracen .  But the days o f
the C h r i s t i a n  Kingdom in  P a l e s t in e  were  numbered. Jerusa lem  y i e l d e d
the
to  the v i c t o r i o u s  s a l a d in  in  1187;/knig i its  r e t i r e d  f i r s t  to  Margat  
and a f t e r w a r d s ,  dur ing  the t h i r d  Crusade ,  to  A c re ,  where they r e s t e d  
u n d is tu rb e d  f o r  a lmost e x a c t ly  a hundred y e a r s .  Prom Acre  they  
were ousted  a f t e r  a long  and w e l l - f o u g h t  s ie g e  in  1291. The 
Knights  Templars, deeming t h e i r  m is s ion  now completed ,  re tu rned  
home, to  l i v e  in  ease and lu xu ry  on the w ea lthy  e s t a t e s  which had 
been g i f t e d  to  t h e i r  Order in  Europe .  The Kn ights  H o s p i t a l l e r s ,  
however,  were more l o y a l  to  t h e i r  vows.  They s a i l e d  no f a r t h e r  
than the i s l a n d  of Cyprus where they re - fo rm ed  t h e i r  broken ranks at  
the coast  town o f  L im a so l .  True to t h e i r  o ld  i d e a l  o f  a i d i n g  
p i l g r i m s ,  they equipped v e s s e l s  which c a l l e d  a t  the po r ts  o f  I t a ^ y ,  
and conducted p i l g r im s  to  and from the Holy Land -  p r o t e c t i n g  them 
on t h e i r  jo u rh ey  a g a in s t  the a t tack s  o f  the Saracen p i r a t e  sh ips  
which abounded a l l  over the L e v a n t .
The Knights  soon found that  L im aso l  was not an i d e a l  
p lace  f o r  t h e i r  h e a d q u a r te r s .  The f a c t  that  t h e i r  r e s id en ce  was 
cond it ioned  j
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cond it ioned  by the good p le a su re  of the k ing  o f  the i s l a n d  r e s t r i c t e d  
t h e i r  e n t e r p r i s e  to  an uncom fortab le  deg ree .  When, t h e r e f o r e ,  the  
Genoese f r e e - b o o t e r ,  V ign o lo  de V ig n o lo ,  suggested  to  the Grand Master  
of  the o rder  a j o i n t  a t t a c h  on Rhodes and some o f  the ne ighbou r ing  
i s l a n d s ,  the Knights  were not slow to  f a l l  in  w i th  the a e s ig n ,  ana 
made immediate p r e p a ra t io n s  f o r  the assan . l t .  A lthough  at  f i r s t  
t h e i r  a l l i e d  f o r c e s  were s u c c e s s fu l ,  the s i e g e  d ragged  on f o r  almost  
th ree  y ea r s  be fo re  the i s l a n d  f i n a l l y  su r ren d e red .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
to  j u s t i f y  t h i s  capture  by the K n igh ts ,  f o r  i t  appears  noth ing  
short  o f  a p i r a t i c a l  s e i z u r e .  They may have excusea  them se lves ,  
howrever, on the ground that  the i s l a n d  had g iv en  s h e l t e r  to  Saracen  
p i r a t e  sh ip s ,  f o r  they sp read  the r e p o r t  tha t  the e n t e r p r i s e  was a 
new c ru sade ,  and on t h i s  p r e t e x t  ob ta ined  he lp  from A n d ro n ic u s , the 
Greek Emperor. I t  i s  p ro b a b le  that  many o f  the Knights who had 
l en t  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  withdrew when they l e a rn e d  the t ru e  nature  
of  the e x p e d i t i o n .  This would account in  some measure f o r  the  
unduly p r o t r a c t e d  p e r i o d  o f  s ie g e  .
Having once possessed  themselves  o f  the i s l a n d ,  the Knights  
set  about s t rengthen ing  the de fences  o f  the coast  to?jns. The c i t y  
i t s e l f  n a t u r a l l y  was f i r s t  in  importance ,  and t h i s  they f o r t i f i e d  
on the land  s ide  w i th  a double  ram part ,  d e s igned  w i th  a l l  the s h i l l  
which  en g in ee r in g  sc ience  o f  that  day cou ld  command. Great ca re  
was a l s o  bestowed in  gu a rd in g  the h a rb o u r s ,  and towers  o f  g rea t  
s t r e n g th  vfere b u i l t  a t  the ends o f  the long  moles which sepa ra ted  
them from the open s e a .  Nor were the o u t ly in g  d i s t r i c t s  n e g le c t e d .  
To p ro t e c t  these from r a i d s  o f  Moslem p i r a t e s  a r i n g  o f  seventeen  
c a s t l e s  was b u i l t ,  a l l  o f  which were connected by w atch -tow ers  set  
a t  i n t e r v a l s  a lo n g  the c o a s t ,  and a s p e c i a l  f o r c e  o f  coastgua rds  was 
formed from among the r u r a l  Greeh popu lace  to  g a r r i s o n  these  f o r t s  .
One o f  them was b u i l t  on the s i t e  o f  the o ld  A c r o p o l i s  o f  L in d o s :  
another ,  c a l l e d  Ph i le rem os ,  s tood  over the ru in s  o f  the c i t a d e l  o f  
I a l y s o s ;  a t h i r d .  P h e r a c lo s ,  on the E a s te rn  c o a s t ,  marked the spot  
where the Knights  f i r s t  landed  on the i s l a n d .  This l a s t  was one 
o f  j
o f  the s t r o n g e s t  o f  a l l  these c a s t l e s ,  and was used l a t e r  on as a 
summer res idence  f o r  the Grand M aste rs ,  and sometimes as a p r i s o n  f o r  
unru ly  k n ig h t s .  B e s id e s  the ru in s  o f  these f o r t r e s s e s  there  a re  
s t i l l  to he seen in  the i s l a n d  long s t r e t c h e s  o f  a road  which the 
Knights l a i d  "between Rhodes and Ph i le re rnos , and at  Z imboolee .  a short  
d is t an ce  s o u th -e a s t  o f  the c i t y ,  the remains a re  ex tan t  o f  a n in e -  
arched aqueduct,  an example a l s o  o f  the work o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .
The Knights  d id  not con f ine  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e i r  own i s l a n d ,  f o r  
they a cq u i r ed  and f o r t i f i e d  o thers  o f  which Cos was the most s t r a t e g i c ,  
and "bui lt  a c a s t l e  on trie mainland o f  A s i a  Minor a t  H e l i c a r n a s s o s , 
u s in g  the s tones  o f  the ru ined  Mausoleum which had been e rec ted  there  
"by A r t e m is i a  n e a r l y  1700 y e a r s  b e f o r e .
A l l  t h i s  p ro g re s s  in  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  was not a l lo w ed  to go 
on u n d is tu rb e d .  The Saracens  whom the Knights  had e x p e l l e d  from 
Rhodes took r e fu g e  under the banner o f  Othman. tne B o n e -b reak e r ,  a 
p r in ce  o f  B y th in ia  who has g i v e n  h i s  name to the empire o f  the Turks .  
This man hated the Kn ights  o f  S t .  John w i th  the p e c u l i a r  hatred  which  
the Mussulman always showed to the C ru sa d e r s -  in  t h i s  case not on ly  
because they were h o s t i l e  to h i s  r e l i g i o n ,  but  as much perhaps b e ­
cause they had e s t a b l i s h e d  themselves  so near  the f r o n t i e r  o f  h is  own 
Kingdom. He made a descen t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  on the i s l a n d  b e fo r e  the 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  were complete,  but  was d e fe a ted  and d r iv e n  back .  A f t e r  
t h i s ,  as we a re  to ld  by P o r t e r  in  h i s  "H i s to ry  o f  trie Kn ights  o f  
M alta "  -  " the  ramparts were r e s t o r e d  to a s t a t e  o f  p e r f e c t  s e c u r i t y .  
Trade was encouraged in  eve ry  p o s s i b l e  way. Merchants from every  
n a t io n  in  Europe were tempted, by the freedom from r e s t r i c t i o n  that
the commerce o f  Rhodes e n jo y e d ...................to make i t  t h e i r  permanent
r e s id e n c e .  W ith in  a few y ea r s  i t s  harbours  were f i l l e d  w ith  r i c h
a r g o s i e s ...............  To p r o t e c t  t h i s  v a s t  and a n n u a l ly  i n c r e a s in g  t r a d e ,
the g a l l e y s  o f  the Order ,  now grown in to  a r e g u l a r  f l e e t ,  t r a v e r s e d  
the Levant in  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  a t  one time c a r r y in g  the merchantmen 
to t h e i r  d e s t in a t i o n ,  a t  another  f a l l i n g  on the i n f i d e l  c o r s a i r
wherever he dared show his flag." Evidently the crusading- spirit 
still I
s t i l l  l i v e d  in  the h e a r t s  or these kn igh ts  who a lone  remained as an 
outpost  o f  the C h r i s t i a n  army in  the E a s t .  As t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  in  
Rhodes became more secu re ,  so d id  t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  to the Moslem 
become more a g g r e s s i v e .  Thus in  1322 a t r e a t y  was concluded b e ­
tween Rhodes, Venice  and Byzantium f o r  the purpose or  m a in ta in in g  
a permanent f l e e t  to keep the Turks under c o n t r o l .  The only  r e s u l t  
o f  th i s  agreement was that  the combined f l e e t  o f  the a l l i e s ,  numbering  
twenty v e s s e l s ,  captured the f o r t r e s s  o f  Smyrna, which was g a r r i s o n e d  
t h e r e a f t e r  by a company o f  the Rhodian k n ig h t s .  About f o r t y  y ea rs  
l a t e r ,  a t  the i n s t i g a t i o n ,  and l a r g e l y  w ith  the a s s i s t a n c e  o f  the 
Knigh ts ,  a c ru sad ing  f o r c e  was mustered at  Rhodes, whence i t  s a i l e d  
to b r in g  d i s a s t e r  to the Egyp t ian  Saracens ,  and to sack t h e i r  c a p i t a l ,  
A le x a n d r i a .
The Knights H o s p i t a l l e r s  had been s e t t l e d  in  Rhodes f o r  
s c a r c e l y  a hundred y ea rs  when they were th reatened  w i th  a danger  
which, had i t  not been a v e r ted  a t  the l a s t  moment by a f o r t u n a t e  
acc id en t ,  would have meant the a lmost c e r t a in  e x t in c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
c i t y  and o f  t h e i r  O rder .  In  1402 the i n v in c i b l e  and c r u e l  Tamerlane  
w ith  h i s  T a r t a r  hordes bo re  down on A s i a  Minor and b lockaded  the l i t t l e  
g a r r i s o n  o f  Knights  in  t h e i r  c a s t l e  a t  Smyrna. The s i e g e  was pursued  
w ith  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  im pe tuos i ty ,  and w i th in  f o u r t e e n  days the 
de fenders  were overcome and massacred a lmost to a man. Tamerlane  
prepared  then to a t t a c k  the headquar te rs  of these K n igh ts ,  and p ro ­
ceeded to c o l l e c t  a f l e e t  f o r  th i s  pu rpose .  But .  f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  
Rhodes, w h i le  the sh ips  were be ing  g a th e red ,  news came to the g r e a t  
conqueror that h is  own Kingdom had been invaded by a King o f  In d ia  -  a 
r epo r t  which fo rced  him to r e tu rn  w ith  a l l  speed to h i s  e a s t e rn  home. 
Thus the apprehension  at Rhodes was tem p o ra r i ly  r e l i e v e d ,  u n t i l  i t  was 
f i n a l l y  removed by the news that  Tamerlane had d ied  in  1405 b e f o r e  he 
could r e tu rn  to complete h i s  conquests in  the West .
The w ithd raw a l  o f  the T a r t a r  f o r c e s  l e f t  the way c l e a r  f o r  
the advance o f  the Ottoman Turks,  who were a t  t h i s  time r a p i d l y  e x ­
tending t h e i r  dominion in  Asia, and Europe ,  and p io v in g  themselves the 
u n i v e r s a l  /
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u n iv e r s a l  enemy o f  the C h r i s t i a n  n a t i o n s .  Even t h e i r  b ro th e r  Moslems 
were a f r a i d  o f  them, f o r  the Su ltan  o f  Egypt,  n o t in g  t h e i r  a g g r e s s io n ,  
¿earned i t  prudent in  1403, to make a t r e a t s  w ith  tno brand ^..astei at  
Rhodes, and even to submit to d i s t i n c t l y  hard terms, in  o rde r  to 
secure  f o r  h im se l f  some p r o t e c t i o n  a g a in s t  the Ottomans. But as the 
yea rs  passed ,  the immediate need f o r  t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  ap p a re n t ly  
van ished ,  and the t r e a t y  was v i o l a t e d  by the E gyp t ian s  in  1440. A 
Moslem f l e e t  o f  n ine teen  v e s s e l s  made a descent on Rhodes, but were  
unab le  to f o r c e  an entrance to the harbour  and r e t i r e d  a f t e r  an 
i n d e c i s i v e  encounter o f f  the c o a s t .  A ve ry  s i m i l a r  a t t a c k  was made 
f o u r  y ea r s  l a t e r ,  with more v ig o u r  and su c c e s s .  The Egypt ians  th is  
time e f f e c t e d  a lan d in g ,  and acco rd ing  to one r e p o r t ,  made a b reach  
in  the w a l l s  o f  the c i t y  w i th  a b a t t e r in g - r a m .  A ga in ,  however, they  
were u l t im a t e l y  repu lsed  and the Kn ights  l e f t  to r e p a i r  and p e r f e c t  
t h e i r  de fences  a g a in s t  fu tu r e  a t tacks  from the advancing  Turks,  which  
they must have a n t i c i p a t e d .  Among the a d d i t io n s  which were made to  
the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  about t h i s  time must be mentioned the Tower o f  S t .  
N ic h o la s ,  which was b u i l t  a t  the entrance  to the p r i n c i p a l  harbour ,  
and which, a few y ea rs  l a t e r ,  proved o f  g r e a t e s t  importance in  the 
defence  o f  the c i t y .
In  1443. Mohammed I I .  ascended the Ottoman throne,  and so
v igo rou s  was the campaign he i n s t i t u t e d  a g a in s t  the C h r i s t i a n  armies,
tha t  w i t h in  ten .years he had taken and sacked t h e i r  g r e a t  s t rongho ld
o f  C o n s tan t in o p le .  Th is  v i c t o r y  s t ru ck  dismay throughout the whole
o f  Christendom -  not on ly  because  i t  added one to the long  l i s t  o f  the
Moslem conquests ,  but because i t  a f f o r d e d  the Turk an open door in to
Europe,  P a l e s t in e  had been conquered long  b e f o r e :  A s i a  M inor ,
Egypt and North  A f r i c a  were a l l  in  the hands o f  the Mohammedans;
A u s t r i a  and I t a l y  were now th rea ten ed :  and Spa in  was a lmost  subdued.
But the l i t t l e  i s l a n d  o f  Rhodes remained d e f i a n t .  The hopes o f
C h r i s t i a n  Europe centred  l a r g e l y  in  i t s  g a l l a n t  de fende rs  and t h e i r
f l e e t  which s t i l l  was M is t r e s s  o f  the M ed i te r ran ean ,  w h i le  Mohammed 
saw I
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saw in  the i s l a n d  on ly  a "barr ie r  to h i s  advance on I t a l y .  " F i r s t  
Constan t inop le ,  then Rhodes", had "been h i s  "boast, and in  1455 he sent  
to demand t r i b u t e  from the K n igh ts .  The r e f u s a l  which they re turned  
was tantamount to  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  d e f i a n c e ,  and from tha t  time, p r e ­
p a ra t io n s  were made on "both, s id e s  f o r  a s i e g e .  The Moslems, how­
ever ,  had to de lay  t h e i r  a t t a ch  u n t i l  1480. Mohammed was c a l l e d  
away to meet more u rgen t  t ro u b le  in  Hungary, where he s u f f e r e d  d e f e a t  
from the C h r i s t i a n  army under Hunyaai.  so that  when he advanced a g a in s t  
Rhodes, he found the Knights  f u l l y  p repared  to meet him. P e t e r  
D 'Aubusson ,  the Grand M aste r ,  hav ing  p e r f e c t e d  the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  
the w a l l s  and l a i d  in  a l a r g e  s t o r e  oí  s u p p l i e s ,  c o l l e c t e d  the country  
peop le  in to  the c i t y  and des t royed  a l l  the gardens round about i t ,  
thus a f f o r d i n g  no cover  to the enemy. With 160 sh ips  and 80.000 
t roops  the Turks a r r i v e d  under P a l a i o l o g o s ,  a renegade Greek turned  
Mohammedan. The number or s o l d i e r s  which the Turk ish  monarch had 
at  h i s  d i s p o s a l  was enormous: indeed,  he seems to have r e l i e d ,  in
th is  and in  o ther  engagements, more on f o r c e  of numbers than on s k i l l  
in  t a c t i c s ,  f o r  we f i n d  him ve ry  p r o d i g a l  o f  the l i v e s  o f  h i s  men.
I t  i s  worthy o f  remark that  in  th i s  s i e g e  the new methods o f  w a r f a re  
which fo l lo w e d  on the in ven t ion  o f  gunpowder, were used on bo th  s i d e s .  
But cannon had not yet  w h o l ly  d i s p l a c e d  the o ld e r  eng ines  worked by 
p u l l e y s ,  and the shot they f i r e d  were s t i l l  o f  s tone .  Arrows were  
used ,  and armour was w o rn , ju s t  as in  the an c ien t  s i e g e s ,  and the  
a t t a c k in g  p a r t i e s ,  by s h e l t e r i n g  under wooden t u r r e t s  covered w ith  
raw h id e s ,  p ro tec ted  themselves from the Greek f i r e  and b o i l i n g  o i l  
that the b e s ieged  poured down on them from the w a l l s .
The f i r s t  account o f  the s i e g e  was p u b l i sh e d  as e a r l y  as
1496 -  on ly  s i x t e e n  yea rs  a f t e r  the even t .  I t  was w r i t t e n  by
Gulie lmus Caours in ,  v i c e  C h a n c e l lo r  o f  the Order o f  S t .  John o f
Jerusa lem , and on i t  most o f  the l a t e r  h i s t o r i e s  oí  the s i e g e  have
been ba sed .  We a re  t o ld  that  the p lan s  o f  the c i t y  o f  Rhodes were
be t rayed  to Mohammed by two renegades ,  Demetrio  Sophiano, and
Antonio  M e g a l o l o , the l a t t e r  o f  whom i s  d e s c r ib e d  as "a  man unkind to
God and man, nob le  oí b i r t h  and e v i l  o f  con d i t ion s  and l i v i n g ,  the 
which I
which, through e v i l  g u id in g  and u n t h r i f t i n e s s  had brought h im se l f  to  
p o v e r ty . "  I t  i s  not l i k e l y ,  however, tha t  t h e i r  d raw ings  were o f  
much a s s i s t a n c e  to  the Turks,  s ince  they must have r ep re sen ted  the f o r ­
t i f i c a t i o n s  b e fo r e  these  were completed by D 'Aubusson .  P a l a i o l o g o s  
found that  he could not  p revent  supp ly  sh ips  from e n t e r in g  the ha rbou r ,  
and. t h e r e f o r e ,  made h i s  f i r s t  a t ta ck  on Fort  S t .  N i c h o la s ,w h ic h  
guarded i t .  This he d id  by t r a i n in g  "three bombards o f  g r e a t  v i o l e n c e "  
on the tower from a po in t  on the coast  about 200 y a rd s  d i s t a n t .  The 
Knights attempted to s i l e n c e  th i s  b a t t e r y  w i th  r i v a l  bombards which  
threw "g r e a t  and mighty s ton es "  among the b e s i e g e r s ,  but  w i th  so l i t t l e  
success  that  the west s id e  o f  the tower was b a t t e r e d  down in  s i x  d ay s .  
The Turks made an immediate a t t a c k  w ith  f i f t y  g a l l e y s ,  and were r e ­
pu lsed  w ith  a l o s s  o f  700 men.
A f t e r  th i s  check, w h i l s t  the Grand M aster  employed 1000 o f  
h is  men to r e b u i l d  the ru ined  w a l l s  o f  the f o r t ,  P a l a i o l o g o s  turned h is  
a t t e n t io n  to the w a l l s  o f  the c i t y ,  and bombarded those o f  the Jew ish  
quar te r  on the South. This was the weakest p a r t  o f  a l l  the l i n e  o f  
de fence ,  because the w a l l  approached so c lo s e  to the sea  a t  th i s  p o in t  
that  no d i t c h  was p o s s i b l e .  D 'Aubusson .  knowing now the worth  o f  the 
T urk ish  a r t i l l e r y ,  began w i th  d e spe ra te  haste  to b u i l d  a new w a l l  
i n s id e  the outer  one which was b e in g  a t t a c k e d .  Houses were p u l l e d  
down f o r  t h i s  purpose ,  and everybody in  the c i t y  -  men, women and 
c h i ld r e n ,  and even the nuns -  len t  t h e i r  a i d .  and so r a p i d l y  was the 
work completed, that  when the Turks succeeded in  breaching: the ou te r  
w a l l ,  th i s  new l i n e  o f  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  was there  to meet and b a f f l e  them. 
In  disappointment they turned a ga in  to the Tower o f  S t .  N i c h o l a s ,  and 
planned a g a in s t  i t  another  a t t a c k  on a more e l a b o r a t e  s c a l e ,  hoping  
th is  time to reach  i t s  de fences  by means o f  a f l o a t i n g  b r i d g e .  But  
in  th i s  second attempt t h e i r  success was no g r e a t e r  than in  the f i r s t .  
Tbe b r id g e  was cut a d r i f t ,  and t h e i r  l o s s  in  men k i l l e d  and drowned 
i s  est imated  at  about 3 ,000.
Even a f t e r  these th ree  r e p u l s e s  the Turks were not exhausted .  
They now made an attempt to win over  the Greek popu lace  by d e c l a r i n g  
that  /
that t h e i r  q u a r r e l  was w ith  the K n igh ts ,  not w i th  the c i t i z e n s ,  hut,  
f i n d in g  th i s  u n su c c e s s fu l ,  they prepared  a grand a t t a c h  on the w a l l s  
o f  the Jewish  q u a r t e r  which had teen  weakened, t v  t h e i r  p rev iou s  
a s s a u l t ,  and on the new defences  which had te en  r a i s e d  beh ind  them. 
"How", says Caours in ,  "they ordained and d ressed  a l l  t h e i r  bombards 
and guns o f  war, a l l  t h e i r  ordonnance and t h e i r  m ight ,  a g a in s t  the 
p r i n c i p a l  s t ren g th  and the most newest w a l l s  of the c i t y . "  Accord ing  
to the p r a c t i c e s  o f  Mohammedans they made g r e a t  cerem onia l  p r e p a ra t io n s  
f o r  the a t t a c k ,  and even "brought  sacks w ith  them to put in  the goods  
o f  Rhodes, and t i e d  a t  t h e i r  g i r d l e s  ropes to b ind  t h e i r  p r i s o n e r s ,  
f o r  they hoped in  t h e i r  god Mahumet that  they should  w ithout  f a i l  have 
v i c t o r y . "  The a s s a u l t  was ve ry  n e a r l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  As many as 
2,500 Turks ga ined  a p o s i t i o n  on the broken ramparts  and se t  t h e i r  
standards  waving the re ,  w h i le  some 40,000 eager  Moslems p re ssed  on 
behind them. The c i t y  would s u r e l y  have been taken had not  
D'Aubusson h im se l f  headed a g a l l a n t  charge oi h i s  K n igh ts ,  which, a l t e r  
a long and severe  s t r u g g l e ,  turned the van o f  the Turk ish  f o r c e s  and 
sent them in  r e t r e a t  t<~ t h e i r  camp. P a l a i o l o g o s  a t  l a s t  acknowledged  
h im se l f  beaten  and began to embark h i s  t roops  f o r  the m ain land ,  h u r ry ­
ing h i s  p re p a ra t io n s  when news came that  re in fo rcem ents  from I t a l y  
were on t h e i r  way to succour the K n igh t s .
Rhodes had bea ten  o f f  the Turks ,  but t h e i r  r e p u l s e  was on ly  
temporary, and o f  th i s  the Kn ights  were f u l l y  aware .  As f o r  Mohammed, 
he must have been s o r e l y  d i s a p p o in te d ,  i f  not h u m i l i a t e d ,  by the f a i l ­
ure o f  h i s  g e n e r a l ,  f o r  i t  i s  r ep o r ted  that  he m editated  another  
a t ta ck  in  person  on the i s l a n d ,  and d o u b t l e s s ,  would have c a r r i e d  out 
h is  th re a t  had not death  overtaken  him in  1481. Dur ing  h i s  r e i g n  
he had advanced the Ottoman standard  f a r  to the west ,  and on ly  a t  two 
po in ts  -  B e lg ra d e  and Rhodes -  had he been s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f i e d .
B e lg rad e  was the key to the Danube, and checked h i s  westward p ro g r e s s  
on the mainland o f  Europe: Rhodes dominated the Aegean Sea,  and
prevented  h i s  supremacy on the M ed i te r ran ean :  and he d ied  b e f o r e
e i t h e r  of  these p la c e s  was subdued. His  immediate su cce sso rs  were 
men I
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men o f  d i f f e r e n t  c a l i b r e ,  and d id  not f o l l o w  up his conques ts .  Thus 
the Knights were a l lo w ed  a s u f f i c i e n t  p e r io d  to r e cove r  from the severe  
shock they had r e c e i v e d .
I t  was not u n t i l  1520, when Suleyman I -  surnamed the  
M ag n i f i c e n t ,  succeeded to the Ottoman throne,  tha t  any acute  danger  
threatened Rhodes. This p r in ce  was a l e a d e r  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  power and 
r e sou rce .  W ith in  a y e a r  o f  h i s  a c c e s s io n  he had a t tacked  and captured  
B e lg ra d e ,  and in  February  o f  1522. was c o l l e c t i n g  a f l e e t  and an army to 
reduce Rhodes in  the same way. On r e c e i v in g  news o f  t h i s  muster ,  
the K n igh ts ,  under the guidance o f  L ’ l l e  Adam, who was Grand M aste r  a t  
that  time, made hasty  p r e p a ra t io n s  f o r  the a s s a u l t  which was d e l i v e r e d  
in  June o f  the same y e a r .  The d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  second s i e g e  a re  more 
modern, and consequent ly  l e s s  s t i r r i n g  than those o f  the p rev iou s  
a t ta ck  in 1480, E ve ry th in g  was on a much l a r g e r  s c a l e .  The 
a r t i l l e r y  used was o f  a more p o w e r fu l  and e f f i c i e n t  type ,  and was f a r  
more e x t e n s i v e ly  employed than i t  had been b e f o r e .  The f o r c e s  o f  the 
Turks were more than doub led ,  as many as 200,000 men b e ing  landed on
the i s l a n d  -  a f i g u r e  which does not inc lude  the re in fo rcem ents  wnich
augmented the Tu rk ish  f o r c e  d u r in g  the s i e g e .  Added to a l l  t h i s  was 
the f a c t  that  t h e i r  g r e a t  army was commanded by Suleyman in  pe rson ,  a 
g e n e ra l  more a b l e ,  more determined,  and more r e c k l e s s  o f  the l i v e s  o f  
h is  s o l d i e r s ,  i f  that  were p o s s i b l e ,  than P a l a i o l o g o s  had been .  I t  
was a lmost a fo regone  co n c lu s io n  that  e v e n t u a l l y  the c i t y  would have
to submit to the b e s i e g in g  f o r c e ,  f o r  i t  was but  a matter  o f  time t i l l
the T u rk ish  guns should  b a t t e r  down the w a l l s ,  whose d e fen de rs  numbered 
only  some 600 Kn ights  and about 7,000 o the rs  under arms, in c lu d in g  
s lav e s  .
Having disembarked t h e i r  enormous army about the end o f  
June, the Turks l o s t  no time in  s e t t i n g  to work. They began to  
approach the c i t y  by making two g r e a t  e a r t h -w o r k s , the one d i r e c t e d  
aga in s t  the w a l l s  o f  the Jewish q u a r t e r  which had s u f f e r e d  so b a d ly  in  
the p re v io u s  s i e g e ,  and which now were guarded by the Knights  o f  I t a l y :  
the other  a g a in s t  a p o in t  on the west o f  the town where the w a l l s  
appear /
appear to have "been almost e q u a l ly  v u ln e r a b l e .  The c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  
these ea r th -w orks  was c a r r i e d  out w ith  g r e a t  doggedness on the p a r t  
o f  the b e s i e g e r s ,  a lthough  i t  must have cost  the l i v e s  o f  thousands  
of  t h e i r  men, who were k i l l e d  in the t renches  by the cannonades ana 
s a l l i e s  o f  the K n ig h t s .  B e s ides  t h i s ,  the b a t t e r i e s  o f  the Turks 
were brought  in to  p o s i t i o n  w i th in  th ree  days ,and  a g e n e r a l  bombardment 
of  the c i t y  began .  This was soon concentrated  on the southern  s id e ,  
between the two e a r t h -w o r k s . and was oi so severe  a na tu re  that  f o u r  
breaches were made in  the w a l l s ,  the most s e r io u s  o f  which was at  a. 
po in t  a t  the south -west  corner  o f  the town, where the K n ights  o f  
Aragon were s t a t i o n e d .  But though the enemy had succeeded in  
b re a k in g  down the de fences  a t  these p o in t s ,  they cou ld  thereby  f o r c e  
no entrance  in to  the c i t y ,  f o r  each o f  the breaches  was p a r t l y  r e b u i l t  
and v i g i l a n t l y  guarded by the Knights  and the armed c i t i z e n s  who fought  
w ith  them. By September, the Turks had turned to mining, and a l though  
t h i r t y - tw o  out o f  the f o r t y - f i v e  mines they l a i d  were met and d e fe a te d  
by counter -m in ing ,  the few which did  exp lode  succeeded in  w iden ing  the 
b reaches  to a c o n s id e r a b le  d eg ree .  The most s e r io u s  a t t a c k  du r in g  
the whole s i e g e  was d e l i v e r e d  towards the end o f  the same month, when 
a .simultaneous a s s a u l t  was made on a l l  the breaches  by the land f o r c e s ,  
and on the harbour  by a f l e e t .  At eve ry  p o in t ,  however,  the Turks  
were r e p u l s e d  w i th  enormous l o s s e s ,  a l though  a t  the w a l l s  o f  the 
Knights  o f  Aragon they he ld  t h e i r  own f o r  three long  hou rs ,  u n t i l  a 
charge ,headed  by the Grand M aster  h im s e l f ,  d i s lo d g e d  them.
Suleyman had been so sure  tha t  t h i s  a t t a c k  would end in  
v i c t o r y  that  he had mounted a tower o r  s h i p s '  masts to watch the 
triumphant entry  o f  h is  s o l d i e r s  in to  the c i t y .  But i t  was t h e i r  
r e t r e a t  he w itnessed  in s t e a d .  In the days that  f o l l o w e d ,  wh i le  the  
Turk ish  monarch h e s i t a te d  in  h i s  a t t a c k  and was th ink ing  o f  abandoning  
the s i e g e ,  the Knights  w i th in  the w a l l s  r e l a x e d  110 e f f o r t .  Behind  
the o ld  w a l l  o f  Aragon a new l i n e  o f  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  was e r e c t e d ,  a t  a 
d is tan ce  o f  60 ya rds  from the b re ach .  A second w a l l  was a l s o  con­
s t ru c ted  in  the Jewish q u a r t e r ,  where i t  was found n ecessa ry  to. p u l l  
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down, a long  with o ther  b u i l d i n g s ,  the Church o f  Our Lady o f  V i c t o r y ,  
which had been b u i l t  in  1481 to commemorate the c i t y ' s  d e l i v e r a n c e  in  
the l a s t  s i e g e .  D u r ing  October  and November, the Turks made as 
many as s i x  s epa ra te  a t t a ck s  in  f o r c e  on the broken w a l l s , bu t  in  eve ry  
case ,  owing p a r t l y  to m is fo r tu n e ,  and p a r t l y  to  the b r a v e ry  o f  the 
d e fe n d e r s ,  they were d r iv e n  back to t h e i r  camp. A f t e r  these  f i v e  
months they were s t i l l  o u t s id e  the c i t y ,  s t i l l  b a f f l e d  by the wonder­
f u l  r e s i s t e n c e  which the Knights  had shown. But in the beg in n in g  
o f  December,  w ith  the energy  almost o f  d e s p a i r ,  they concentra ted  the 
whole o f  t h e i r  f o r c e s  on the w a l l  o f  Aragon,  which was by tha t  time 
the weakest p o in t  o f  the d e fen ces ,  and were a b l e ,  a f t e r  a s eve re  
s t r u g g l e ,  to d r iv e  the Knights  behind t h e i r  n e w l y - b u i l t  w a l l ,  and to 
e s t a b l i s h  themselves in s id e  the c i t y .  This led  to n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r
peace ,  because the is sue  o f  the s i e g e  was now apparent  to both  p a i t i e s .  
Of the g a r r i s o n ,  3,000 men, in c lu d in g  between two and th ree  hundred  
o f  the K n igh ts ,  had been k i l l e d ,  w h i le  on ly  about 1,500 o f  the r e ­
mainder were capab le  o f  con t inu ing  under arms. I t  would have been  
f o l l y  on the p a r t  o f  the Grand M aster  to m ainta in  h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  
f u r t h e r ,  f o r  though the Turks had l o s t  n e a r ly  h a l f  t h e i r  men -  44,000  
be ing  k i l l e d  and as many dead from d i s e a s e  -  y e t  they had s t i l l  a lmost  
u n l im ited  re in fo rcem ents  to draw upon. Non d id  Suleyman, Turk though  
he ?ias, d e s i r e  the a n n ih i l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  band o f  men who had put  up so 
g a l l a n t  a f i g h t  a g a in s t  such odds.  On 20th ,December . t h e r e f o r e ,  the  
Knights  c a p i t u l a t e d  under honourab le  terms, and Suleyman entered  the 
c i t y  and claimed the i s l a n d  f o r  h is  own. The terms o f  the T rea ty  
were extremely l e n i e n t . A l l  who w ished ,  Knights  and c i t i z e n s  a l i k e ,  
were a l low ed  to le ave  the i s lan d  w i t h in  twelve  days ,  tak ing  w ith  them 
whatever goods they chose.  Those who remained were promised f r e e  
e x e rc i s e  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n :  t h e i r  Churches were not to b? d e s e c r a t e d :
t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  were to be exempted from m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e :  and no
t r i b u t e  was to be r e q u i r e d  from the i s l a n d  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  About
5.000 o f  the c i t i z e n s  p r e f e r r e d  to le a ve  t h e i r  n a t iv e  shores  a long  
w ith  the K n igh ts ,  r a th e r  than submit to Ottoman dominion, and on a l l
hands speedy p r e p a ra t io n s  were made f o r  d e p a r tu r e .  On the morning  
o f  I
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o f  Few Y e a r ' s  Fay, 1523, the remnant oi  the Kn ights  o f  the Order o f  
S t .  John, s a i l e d  from the harbour ,  and l e f t  the i s l a n d  in  the hands o f  
the Mohammedan.
Very d i f f e r e n t  are  the est im ates  which have "been g iv e n  o f  these  
Knights  who had occupied  Rhodes f o r  Just over  200 y e a r s .  Some have  
regarded  them as l i t t l e  "better than a hand o f  a d v e n tu re r s ,  who l i v e d  
hy p i r a c y  and p lunde r ,  u s in g  the i s l a n d  on ly  as t h e i r  r o b b e r  s t ron gh o ld .  
But th i s  i s  a p r e ju d ic e d  v iew  o f  the c a se .  There can be l i t t l e  doubt  
that  the Knights  d id  a g r e a t  d ea l  to b r i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  to the whole  
i s l a n d .  The r u i n s ' o f  t h e i r  roads and b r id g e s  are  ev idences  o f  the 
improvements which they made in  the country d i s t r i c t s ,  w h i le  to show 
that they possessed  the con f idence  o f  the n a t iv e  p o p u la t io n ,  one has but  
to remember the s i e g e  o f  1480. du r ing  which the Greeks in  the c i t y  
r e fu s e d  the o f f e r  o f  Tu rk ish  p r o t e c t i o n ,  or  a g a in ,  the f a c t  tha t  in  
1522 so many o f  the c i t i z e n s  took advantage o f  Suleyman's p e rm is s ion  
to leave  the i s land ,  and ca s t  in  t h e i r  l o t  w ith  the d e p a r t in g  K n ig h t s .
The fo u r  c e n tu r ie s  which have passed  s in ce  the captu re  o f  the 
c i t y  have added ve ry  l i t t l e  to the h i s t o r y  o f  Rhodes.  The i s l a n d  has 
ga ined  noth ing  under Ottoman dominion. Indeed, any d i f f e r e n c e  which  
has been made has been in  the oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n .  I t  i s  true that  the  
Turks d id  not wantonly  des t roy  the c i t y  as o the r  conquerors  might have  
done. Suleyman had the w a l l s  r e b u i l t  in  the same s tye  by a band o f
5 , 0 0 0  workmen imported from the main land ,  and h i s  s o l d i e r s  r e f r a i n e d  
from d e f a c in g  even the a rm o r ia l  b e a r in g s  on the houses o f  the K n ig h t s .  
But though they d id  not de s t roy  the b u i l d i n g s  and p u b l i c  works which  
the Knights  had e r e c t e d ,  they made no attempt to keep them in  r e p a i r ,  
so that the most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  o f  the i s l a n d  t o -d a y  a re  the 
ru in s  o f  i t s  fo rmer g r e a tn e s s .  For  have the Turks moved a f i n g e r  to 
m ainta in  or in c rea se  the p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s ,  f o r  p r o s p e r i t y  
they f e a r  may b r in g  p o l i t i c a l  power -  a th ing  which a t  any p r i c e  must 
be guarded a g a in s t .  So long  then as the taxes  were du ly  p a id ,  they  
were content to a l l o w  the Greek peasant  to pass h i s  l i f e  in  t o i l  and 
igno rance ,  and to watch the t rade  o f  the i s l a n d  g row ing  l e s s .  . The 
harbours  I
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harbours  r e c e iv e d  no a t t e n t io n  and have become s i l t e d  up w ith  sand,  
and. i t  was p o s s i b l e  f o r  B i l i o t t i  and C o t t r e l .  who p u b l i sh e d  a volume,  
" L ' l ' l e  de Rhodes” , in  the i s l a n d  in  1881. to  w r i t e ,  "To -day  Rhodes has 
not a s i n g l e  expert  seaman."
Be ing  a maritime s t a t e ,  the i s l a n d  was f i r s t  p la c e d  under the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the C apta in  Pasha or A dm ira l ,  but  l a t e r  on. a c i v i l  
government took the p la c e  o f  t h i s  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l .  Many o f  the  
governors  who adm in iste red  the i s l a n d  were g u i l t y  not on ly  o f  n e g l e c t ,  
but a l s o  o f  a c t u a l  i n j u r y .  The f i n e  f o r e s t s  were converted  in to  
wea lth  f o r  the S u l tan  and h i s  m in i s t e r s ,  and the taxes  were o f t e n  
inc reased  f o r  the p e r so n a l  p r o f i t  o f  the o f f i c i a l  Turks .  Y e t ,  on 
the whole ,  i t  cannot be s a i d  that  the treatment meted out to Rhodes was 
ve ry  harsh  or t y r a n n i c a l .  The Greeks who form the bu lk  o f  the popu­
l a t i o n ,  have a l l  a long  enjoyed what p r a c t i c a l l y  amounts to s e l f - g o v e r n ­
ment. T h e i r  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  have been l e f t  to t h e i r  own a d m in i s t r a ­
t io n ,  and the Greek language has been recogn ised  as o f f i c i a l  in  a l l  
court p ro c e e d in g s ,  and even in  Government communications. B e s id e s  
t h i s ,  Rhodes has been s p e c i a l l y  favoured  in  hav ing  a share  in  the
s p e c i a l  c h a r t e r  which was g ranted  to  the whole group o f  the Sporades
I s lan d s  by Suleyman I .  in  which he s t i p u l a t e d  that  in  r e tu rn  f o r  the 
payment o f  a s in g l e  t a x  c a l l e d  "Macto" .  they should  in  f u t u r e  be s e l f -  
govern ing  so f a r  as t h e i r  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  were concerned .  This  
c h a r te r  was confirmed by v a r io u s  " f i rm ans "  i s sued  by the S u l t a n s ,  as
la t e  as Abdu l  Hamid I .  in  1774, who d ec la red  that  " I s l a n d s  pay ing  taxes
by co n t rac t  are  f r e e  in  every po in t  o f  v i e w . "
A lthough  the Rhodian Greeks took no v e ry  a c t i v e  p a r t  in  the
Greek War o f  Independance which broke out in  1822. they s u f f e r e d  con­
s i d e r a b l y  as a r e s u l t  o f  the war,  and ga ined  noth ing  by i t .  We have  
i t  on the a u th o r i t y ,  not a lways unimpeachable ,  o f  R o t t i e r s , i n  h is  
"D e s c r ip t io n  des Monumens de Rhodes", that  f o r  ten  y ea r s  b e f o r e  the  
r e v o l t  the i s l a n d  had enjoyed a p e r io d  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  good adm in is ­
t r a t i o n  under Youssouf  Bey, and that  the re  would p ro b a b ly  have been no 
d is tu rban ce  i f  he had been a l low ed  to continue in  o f f i c e .  But the 
r e s id e n t  /
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r e s id e n t  Turks were j e a l o u s  and su sp ic io u s  o f  the Greeks,  who out 
numbered them, and formed a p l o t  to have t h i s  im p a r t i a l  Governor
removed. Youssouf  was denounced at Constan t inop le  as a t r a i t o r  
a ga in s t  h i s  s o v e r e ig n ,  and an i n f i d e l  to h i s  r e l i g i o n ,  hut he p leaded  
h i s  own cause so w e l l  that in s te ad  of b e in g  degraded  as  h i s  enemies  
had hoped, he was a c t u a l l y  promoted in  the im p e r ia l  s e r v i c e .  U n fo r ­
tu n a te ly ,  however, h is  promotion n e c e s s i t a t e d  h i s . r e m o v a l  from Rhodes, 
and the P o r te  sent in  h i s  s tead  Mehemet Schukur Bey an o ld  nan o f  
s i x t y  y e a r s ,  by b i r t h  a Greek s l a v e ,  who had behind him a chequered  
c a r e e r  o f  c o n sp i racy  and d i s g r a c e .  This man had l o s t  a l l  h i s  
fo r tune  in  the e n t e r p r i s e s  in  which he had been engaged,  and Rhodes 
f e l l  an easy prey  to h i s  g reed .  Making t h e i r  S e d i t i o n  h i s  excuse ,  
he punished the Greeks with  t o r tu r e  and death ,  and c o n f i s c a t e d  t h e i r  
p o s s e s s i o n s , and even from the Turks on the i s l a n d  he e x to r t e d  much 
ta x  money, s ay ing  that  b i g  c o n t r ib u t io n s  and enormous s a c r i f i c e s  were  
necessa ry  to mainta in  the war a g a in s t  the r e b e l  s u b je c t s  o f  the S u l t a n .
A f t e r  the co n c lu s io n  o f  t h i s  war a f f a i r s  g r a d u a l l y  became more 
normal and s e t t l e d  throughout the Greek p rov in ce s  which s t i l l  remained  
under the Ottoman sway, and Rhodes, a lon g  w ith  the o ther  i s l a n d s  in  
the Aegean Sea ,  began to p ro spe r  a g a in  under the o ld  c o n d i t io n s  o f  
i n t e r n a l  antonomy. P r o s p e r i t y , however,  was no advantage to these  
i s l a n d s ,  f o r  when the Turks noted i t ,  they turned immediate ly  to 
system at ic  r e p r e s s i o n .  "Under the p r e t e x t  o f  a p p ly in g  the "Law 
o f  the V i l a y e t s "  o f  1883, and nom ina l ly  in  o rd e r  to  in t roduce  a 
un i fo rm  adm inst ra t ion  in  a l l  the p rov in ce s  o f  the Ottoman Empire,  
Turkish  o f f i c i a l s  were i n s t a l l e d  in  j l a c e s  where they had not p r e v i o u s ­
l y  e x i s t e d .  Heavy t a x e s ,  qu i te  out o f  a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  to the revenues  
o f  the i s l a n d s ,  were l e v i e d  by o f f i c i a l s ,  who even augmented them f o r  
t h e i r  own p e r so n a l  b e n e f i t . "  Even in  l a t e r  and more en l igh ten ed  
times when the Young Turk ish  p a r t y  came in to  power,  these  methods o f  
r e p re s s io n  were con t inued .  In 1909, f o r  example,  in  d i r e c t  c o n t r a ­
d i c t i o n  o f  anc ien t  custom, the Greeks o f  Rhodes, as o f  the o ther  Aegean  
i s l a n d s ,  were inc luded  among those l i a b l e  to c o n s c r ip t i o n  under the
Hew//
Hew M i l i t a r y  Law, which was passed in  that  y e a r .
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This b r in g s  the h i s t o r y  o f  the i s l a n d  up to a v e r y  recent
a
da te .  But there  is  s t i l l  something to r e co rd ,  f o r  Rhodes has a ga in  
been brought in to  prominence by her  connect ion  w ith  the two w ars ,  in
if
which, d u r in g  the l a s t  twelve  months. Turkey has beer., an.; i -  at  
p resen t  engaged. The f i r s t  o f  these was the war w i th  I t a l y  in  which
>f(j
the p o s s e s s io n  o f  T r i p o l i  was d isp u ted ,  and the second, the war w ith
/J
the Ba lkan  S t a t e s ,  which has n o t  - a t  been conc luded .
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At  the beg inn ing  o f  the T u r c o - I t a l i a n  war the f i g h t i n g  
was con f ined  e n t i r e l y  to T r i p o l i .  But a f t e r  h o s t i l i t e s  had d ragged  
on f o r  some time,and the reco rd  o f  them was a monotonous s e r i e s  o f  
i n d e c i s i v e  encounters between the I t a l i a n  fo r c e s  and those o f  the A rab  
a l l i e s  o f  the Turks, the I t a l i a n  f l e e t  was b rought  in to  a c t i o n  and 
se iz ed  c e r t a in  o f  the Ottoman i s l a n d s  in  the Aegean,  the c h i e f  o f  
which were s t a m fa l i a  and Rhodes. The reason  f o r  th is  a c t i o n  on the  
p a r t  o f  I t a l y  was at  the time an i n t e r e s t i n g  m atte r  f o r  c o n j e c t u r e .
She Is  a member o f  the T r i p l e  A l l i a n c e ,  and i t  was thought by some 
that  her  i n t e n t io n  was to keep a permanent ho ld  on these i s l a n d s .
Such a s i t u a t i o n  would p ro b ab ly  have led  to s e r io u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
com p l ic a t ion s ,  because o f  the ve ry  ev iden t  advantages  which the p o s ­
s e s s io n  o f  them would g iv e  to a member o f  the T r i p l e  A l l i a n c e  a g a in s t  
the r i v a l  Powers o f  the T r i p l e  En ten te .  Rhodes and s t a m f a l i a  l i e  
very  near  to Egypt,  and in  case  o f  war, i f  I t a l y  had a n a v a l  base  at  
e i t h e r  o f  these i s l a n d s ,  she cou ld  do much to hamper, i f  not w ho l ly  
prevent ,  the passage  o f  B r i t i s h  or other  sh ips  through the Suez Canal
ini1
















in te n t io n  o f  the I t a l i a n s .  They had made the s e i z u r e  on ly  in  o rd e r
to be a b l e  to b a r t e r  w i th  Turkey f o r  the p o s se s s io n  o f  T r i p o l i ,  and
. when the p e a c e -T re a ty  was s ign ed  in  October  1912. they agreed  to
re tu rn  the i s l a n d s  u n re s e rv e d ly  to the Ottomans. At  the same time
there  is  s a id  to have been some unders tand ing  that  the I t a l i a n  g a r r i s o n  
ere
should remain u n t i l  a l l  que s t ion s  between I t a l y  and Turkey were s e t t l e d .
oiiii
Turkey i s  understood  to have favou red  th i s  arrangement which served  to
lea
.guarantee the i s l a n d  a g a in s t  Greek de s ign s  and occupat ion  . because
* j  1,y t h ® tlme t M s  t r e aty  was made w i th  I t a l y ,  the Tories had entered  
into  /
' ’ in to  h o s t i l i t i e s  w ith  Greece.
The Rhodians must have welcomed the a r r i v a l  of  the I t a l i a n  
f l e e t ,  and w itnessed  w ith  d e l i g h t  the su r ren d e r  o f  the Tu rk ish  g a r r i s o n ,  
!'f which was an e v e r -p r e s e n t  reminder to them o f  t h e i r  s u b j e c t i o n .
Freed tem pora r i ly  a t  l e a s t  from the opp re s s ion  of the Turks,  they  
1 attempted to b r i n g  t h e i r  case be fo re  the n o t i c e  o f  the Great  Powers ,  
ri;t so th a t ,  should they be handed back to the Ottoman a t  the c lo s e  o f  the  
n;: * war, thev might have some guarantee  that  t h e i r  an c ien t  p r i v i l e g e s  
I would be r e s t o r e d .  One might th ink ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  that  they must have  
f,v exper ienced  keen d isappointment when news reached them o f  the T rea ty  in  
which the I t a l i a n s  had undertaken to r e c a l l  " t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  and t roop s ,
hi and a l s o  t h e i r  c i v i l  f u n c t i o n a r i e s .............. from the i s l a n d s  occupied  in
i the Aegean S e a . "  But i t  must be remembered tha t  by th i s  time the 
98 r i s i n g  a g a in s t  Turkey in  the Ba lkans  had a l r e a d y  broken out ,  so that  
if any d isappointment which the Greek i s l a n d e r s  f e l t  at  the T u r c o - I t a l i a n
sqg Treaty  must have been swal lowed up in  the l a r g e r  and w ider  hopes w i th
which the Ba lkan  war In s p i r e d  them. They cou ld  now look fo rw a rd  to
ft: t h e i r  emancipation by t h e i r  kinsmen, and. to a day when they shou ld  obey
no masters  that  were not Greek. The r e p u ls e s  which the Turks s u f f e r e d
C1 at the hands o f  the a l l i e d  t r o o p s ,  and the successes  o f  the Greek
f l e e t ,  were s u f f i c i e n t  warrant  f o r  these  e xpeca t ion s ,  and. towards the  
-J end o f  the y ea r  i t  looked as i f  the S u l t a n  would be f o r c e d  to y i e l d  not  
ev on ly  the i s l a n d s ,  but the whole o f  h i s  European p o s s e s s i o n s .  The w a r , 
however, was not a l low ed  to run i t s  cou rse ,  and h o s t i l i t i e s  were s u s -  
'IT pended to enable  d e l e g a t e s  from both  p a r t i e s  to meet in  con ference  and 
a" d i s cu ss  a b a s i s  f o r  a T rea ty .
hi One o f  the demands which the A l l i e d  s t a t e s  made from the Turks was
the c e s s io n  o f  a l l  the i s l a n d s  which they at  p re sen t  ho ld  in  the
ift Aegean Sea .  Rhodes i s  inc luded  in  th i s  demand, f o r ,  a l though ,• *
s t r i c t l y  speak ing ,  i t  i s  the M ed ite r ranean  that  washes he r  sho res ,  
the name "Aegean" i s  l o o s e l y  a p p l i e d  to the whole g r o u p  o f  i s l a n d s  
in  that  ne ighbourhood.  The T u rk ish  d e l e g a t e s  at  once r e fu sed  the 
terms which were o f f e r e d  them, but were q u i t e  unab le  to make any 
co u n te r -  /
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c o u n t e r - *  p r o p o s a l s  c f  a n a  t u r  e a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t  n c A l l i e s , a O  
t  n a  t  t n  e S8.Cc: C o í I Í b í  e i i c t ;  w a s  b r o u g n  t  t  c a  o i  o s  e o e i o r e i t
c o u l d  e f f e c t  a n y  s e t t l e m e n t . B u t  i t  a p p e a r s  1 1 sc <■ 1 y t  n a  t  u t t  
t e r m s  t h a t  T u r k e y  r e f u s e d  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y b e  í o r o e t  u P o n  « ; r 
i  i a t  a n y  r a t e  t h e  a l l i e d  a  r it i  e s  m a  i n t  a  i  u „ n a  p r o mi  s e  « h i  o h  
, n s  y s h o w e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  t  n e w a r .
T h e  i  s  1 a n a  o f  R u e d e s  w i l l  n a v e  h e r  o w n  s n a r e  o f  p r o f i t  
f r o ' a  t h i s  r e p u l s e  w h i c h  t h e  O t t o  m a n s  h a  v «  s u s t a i n e d .  S u e  h a s  
a l r e a d y  s u f f e r e d  t o o  m u c h  i n j u s t i c e  a t  t h e i r  n a n a s .  I t  w a s  
n e v e r  f a i r  t h a t  t h e  M o s l e m  T u r k s  s h o u l d  l o r a  i t  o v e r  a n  i  s i  and 
w h o s e  p e o p l e  a r e  G r e e k  b o t h  i n  n a t i o n a l i t y  a n a  r e l i g i o n , n o r  
t n a t  h a v i n g  a d a e d  i t  t o  t n e i r  L a p  i  r e , t h e y  s u o u l d  a i s e h a r g e  
s c a r c e l y  a n y  o f  m e  o o l i g a t i o n s  t h a t  d o m i n i o n  b r i n g s .  I n  t h e  
n e w  e p o c h  o f  h e r  h i s  t o  r y  w h i o  h i s  no . ,  o p e  n i  n ¿  , R h o a  e s  s h o u l d
f i n d  h e r  t r u e  p l a c e  a t  l a s t  a s  & p a r t  o i  t u e  G r e e k  k i n g d o m ,  
a n d - s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e - o l d  p a t r i o t i c  s p i r i t  m a y  r e t u r n  a n d  
b r i n g  p r o s p e r i t y 1' a g a i n  t o  h e r  s h o r e s .  I t  w i l l  b e  i n d e e d  a  
f a i r  d a y  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d  w h e n  h e r  h a r b o u r s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  s e e n  
t h e  c o m i n g  a n d  ' g o i n g  o f  s o  m a n y  c o n q u e r o r s ,  s h a l l  w i t n e s s  
t h e  f i n a l  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  T u r k s ,  a n a  . ¡ h e n  t h e i r  c r e s o e n t -  
f l a g  s h a l l  w a v e  n o  m o r e  a b o v e  h e r  o i  t a . d e  1 .
i n t e r ’ s  M o t t o : -
" P r o  r e g e , l e g e , e  t  g r e g e . "
